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CHARACTERS 


JORDAN BERMAN - late twenties 
LAURA - late twenties 
VANESSA - late twenties 
KIKI - late twenties 
HELENE BERMAN - eighties 
WILL - late twenties, also plays CONRAD, TONY 
ZACH - late twenties, also plays EVAN, ROGER 


AUTHOR'S NOTE 
The scenes of this play should bleed into each other, 
Because love bleeds. 


Ugh. 


ied and be very much 
til he’s thirty and 


who wear 


Jond hair. And we 


independent, 
to China when we're sixty.” 
stein 


hold hands when we 
_ Janie Blumberg in Isn't It Romantic by Wendy Wasse 


ACT ONE 


(KIKI's bachelorette Party. 4 low-key affair, 
but still, she’s decked out in @ tiara, feather 


SANGO little drunk. 
Maybe they all are.) 
a i 
KIKI. T wasn’t looking. That’s the point — that’s the Point 
I've been trying to make, 
LAURA. Right. 


KIKI. When I was looking, 


Wo 
@ genius. Pm go 
like fe}] in lov. 
way I would 
than any m 


Tgeous. I'm amazing, | like basically just 
© with myself, and I treated myself the 
want a man to treat me - better, actually, 
an ever had treated me or even frankly ever 
Could. I bought myself presents all the oe i 
I saw that I even remotely was like, 000 pn 

bought it, and I would just ii esis ae 

. ’ Ss , 

CONSTANTLY. | didn’t cc aie -DESEOSE ath 
me was embarrassed, but aes ofngy 
aera pi : eT was looking in the mirror, 
life. And then one night, 


he 
™ familiar, yes, ; 


ke up one morning, and I was like, I'm 
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and I was like, hey, foxy lady, what do you want? And 
I was like, I want an amazing dinner, so I took myself 
to Jean Georges, like, I just took myself there, because 
no one else was gonna take me, so fuck it, I have the 
money, sort of, and I want to go, so I went, and that's 
when... 
(She waves her hand to suggest “that’s when 
everything happened,” then takes a drink.) 


JORDAN. That's amazing! That's — 
LAURA. It’s great, Kiki. 


JORDAN. But if you’d asked me, 
which one of us would be gett 


admit - 

KIKI. LAST! LAST PLACE! LAST! 

JORDAN, I wouldn’t have - yeah. So Kiki: 
amazing bachelorette who is going to 
uhm, an amazing... wife. 

KIKI. Oh my god are you kidding? I’m gonna be such a 
fucked up wife. 

VANESSA. Cheers! 

LAURA. Cheers! 

JORDAN. Mazel Tov, sweetie! 

KIKI. To Kiki! 

(They all cheers. And sip their drinks.) 

You guys? 

VANESSA. Yes? 

KIKI. Who are you even bringing to t 
wedding? 

JORDAN. Each other. 

KIKI, Ew. Creepy. No. Why aren’t you bringing George? 

VANESSA. Because, Kiki. I’m trying to end things with 
George..But then he was like... “don’t.” So... 

KIKI. He's so old. 

VANESSA. He isn’t that old. 


isn’t that amazing? 


freshman year of college, 
ing married first, I must 


here’s to you. An 
be an amazing... 


his fucking, this 
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LAURA. How old is he? 

VANESSA. Like, mid-50’s. 

KIKI. EWWW)! That’s so old. That’s so gross. You should 
bring him. 
(To LAURA.) Now for you, my little school marm... 
I’m gonna set you up with my cousin Barry, who’s 
disgusting but he’ll totally do for a night. 

LAURA. I am not a school marm. 

KIKI. Oh sweetie. You’re like, inside your body, so you can’t 
see what we see, but you're a total scho— 


(LAURA stands up.) 
LAURA. Does a school marm do this? 
(LAURA does some crazy dance move.) 
JORDAN. Go Laura! 
LAURA. Or this? 
(Some other crazy thing.) 
JORDAN. Go Laura! 
LAURA. Or this? 
(A third dance move.) 
KIKI. Fucking YES. 
VANESSA. School marms gone wild. 
(LAURA sits down.) 
KIKI. (Jo JORDAN.) And then this one. This punim. This 
little punim. 
JORDAN. Too hard, Kiki, you’re squeezing too hard. 
KIKI. Oh my god Will! You’ll bring Will. Done. 
LAURA. Who's Will? 
KIKI. The new guy... At work! 
VANESSA. We don’t work with you, drunky. Only Jordan 
does. 
LAURA. Jordan. Who's Will? 
JORDAN. I have no idea. We work with four hundred 
people, how would I know - 
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KIKI. The new guy, We just hired. I did his screening 
interview. He's realllly cuuuuuuute? 
JORDAN. And he hasn’t been banging down my door? What 


a shocker. 
KIKI. Stoo0000 
JORDAN. Is he even gay? 

KIKI. He looks gay: 
JORDAN. What does that mean? 


p! You're such a pessissist. 


LAURA. VANESSA. 
Jordan. No. Don’t. Don’t. 
(KIKI feels under her crotch.) 
VANESSA. Uhbbhbhh... 
KIKI. For a second I thought I just peed. But I didn’t. 
(Quick beat.) 
Did I? Feel. 


LAURA. Uhm, no! 

kIkI, Ok then I have to pee. Like, now. 

VANESSA. I’ll take you. Come on. 

KIKI, His name is Will, Ok? Gay Will. He's gay. 

VANESSA. We know. He's a gay. We got it. Thank you. 

KIKI, Vanessa? 

VANESSA. Kiki? 

KIKI. You're the best. 

VANESSA. Thank you? 

KIKI. No, I’m trying to tell you, 
can’t, you can’t tell anyone. You have to — Ss 


VANESSA. Uh huh, ok, let’s go. 
(They exit.) 
JORDAN. What did you order her? 
LAURA. We should have said something. 


JORDAN. Like what? 
LAURA. I don’t know: Don’t marry him? 


JORDAN. Oh. 


you're my favorite. But you 
hhhh. 
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LAURA. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Yikes. 

LAURA. Yeah. 

JORDAN. I mean, he doesn’t beat her. 

LAURA. Is that our litmus test? 

JORDAN. Or, like, verbally abuse her. That I know of. 

LAURA. It would be really hard to verbally abuse someone 
who talks as much as Kiki. 

JORDAN. That’s true. Poor Kiki. 

LAURA. Poor Kiks. 

JORDAN. We should just marry each other. 

LAURA. Name the date. 

JORDAN. I’d be such a good husband to you. 

LAURA. Oh I know. 

JORDAN. I would cook for you. 

LAURA. You'd have to, since I’m totally inept — 


JORDAN. And like, rub your feet. Seriously. Buy you 
magazines when you were sick. Do you remember 
when you got the flu right when we moved in and I 
washed your face with a damp towel? 


LAURA. You did? 
JORDAN. Yes. I even cleaned your armpits. 
LAURA. I have no memory of that. 
JORDAN. Are you fucking kidding me? Laura, I cleaned 
your fucking armpits. 
LAURA. Sorry. 
JORDAN. Fuck you. 
LAURA. Fuck you. 
(LAURA and JORDAN lean their heads together.) 


JORDAN. I wish we still lived together. 
LAURA. Grown-ups live alone. 
JORDAN. We're grown-ups. I keep forgetting that. 


But we could still maybe have kids maybe? 
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LAURA. A boy and a girl? 
JORDAN. Obviously. 

(Quick beat.) 
LAURA. How would we do it? 


JORDAN. Turkey baster? 
LAURA. So it’d be a sexless marriage. 


JORDAN. Would you want to have sex with me? 
(LAURA pretends to throw up.) 


LAURA. What would we name our kids? 
do one, like, really beautiful biblical 


JORDAN. We should 
name, you know, like Noah, and then — 


LAURA. I like Noah. 
JORDAN. But the girl should have, some, like totally 
anachronistic name. 


(They think.) 
Irma. 
LAURA. Irma Berman? 
JORDAN. It’s a great name. 


LAURA. Uh uh. 

JORDAN. Is it weird that I mostly want to have kids so I can 
discipline them? 

LAURA. What would our wedding song be? A jazz standard? 

JORDAN. Eh. Wouldn’t it be more fun to be like, ever-SO- 
slightly subversive with the whole thing? 


LAURA. What do you mean? 
JORDAN. Like, pick something that’s romantic but which is 
also horrifyingly embarrassing, which you know there 


are people who choose that song wit 
if we did it, it'd be like sure it’s romantic, but also we're 
secretly ironically dancing to some retarded Mariah 


Carey early nineties number. 
LAURA. Eh. Whitney? 
JORDAN. Whitney. Is not. Ironic. 
LAURA. No, I guess not. 


hout any irony but 
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(Beat.) 
JORDAN. Celine. 
LAURA. Celine. 
(Long Island accent.) 
A hundred percent. 
JORDAN. (Same accent.) A hundred percent. 
LAURA. My Heart Will Go On? 


JORDAN. That would work - 
LAURA. No no no. YES! N O: Because You Loved Me! 


JORDAN. You were my strength when I was weak 
JORDAN & LAURA. You were my voice when I couldn’t 
(Unsung: “speak.”) 
You were my eyes when I couldn't see 
You saw the best there was in me 
Lifted me up when I couldn't reach 
You gave me faiiiith cause you believed 
I’m everything I am 
Because you loved me... 
LAURA. Ew! 
(They laugh. Beat.) 


JORDAN. I would go to City Hall right now. 

LAURA. I would too. But it’s closed. 

JORDAN. I know. It’s just... I know life is supposed to be this 
great mystery, but I actually think it’s pretty simple: 
find someone to go through it with. That's it. That’s the, 


whatever, the secret. 
LAURA. You make it sound so easy. 


JORDAN. No that’s the hardest part. Walking around 
knowing what the point is, but not being able to live it, 
and not knowing how to get it, or if I ever even will... 
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(In the office kitchen. JORDAN stands, struck, 
when WILL enters, pours & VeTY full cup of 


coffee, and takes a sip. 


WILL. Hey. 
JORDAN. Hey. 
(WILL exits.) 


(At MoMA. Sitting on a bench. p) 
VANESSA. I broke up with George- 


“JORDAN. No. 
VANESSA. I had to. It had b 
had to stop. He was 4 wreck. Sobbing, 
gonna be so har 
have no idea how 
(VANESSA laughs to herself) 


Do you think I’m dead inside? 
JORDAN. I think it’s good 


much you mean to me.” 


een two years, he’s married, it 
and all like, “it’s 


d to see you in the office every day, you 


you broke up with George. You’ve 


made room for someone new. 
he wedding with one 


VANESSA. Kiki wants to set me up at t 
of Conrad’ friends. Death cannot 


And the fucking bri 
$0... 
JORDAN. But you don’t have to pay for that? 
VANESSA. Oh yes I do. 


JORDAN. That sucks. 
VANESSA. But Kiki was like, don’t worry ladies, I know it’s 


come soon enough. 
desmaids dresses cost a fortune, 


a lot but it’s worth it ‘cause you can definitely wear it 


again. 
JORDAN. Can you? 


VANESSA. You'll decide when you see it. What’s she having 


you read? 
JORDAN. I think something from Dr. Seuss? 


VANESSA. Of course she is. 
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JORDAN. It’s gonna be fun. 

VANESSA. Have you ever been to a wedding? 

JORDAN. I mean, not since I was like eight. 

VANESSA. They're not fun. They’re disturbing. 

(Quick beat.) 
Being alive is so weird. 

(They stare at the painting in front of them.) 
Why am I so obsessed with this painting? 

JORDAN. I guess Rousseau just speaks to you. The jungle, 
the naked lady on the couch - 

VANESSA. The whole thing. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Who are you? 

VANESSA. Uhm... I think today I’m maybe, maybe I’m that 
bird, near the top, sitting on the orange tree. 

JORDAN. Go on. 

VANESSA. Birds have wings so they can fly. But that bird’s 
just sitting there. It’s not flying. But it can. 

JORDAN. Vanessa! That was so hopeful! I am so proud of 
you! 

VANESSA. Fuck you who are you? 

JORDAN. I think I’m the black woman in the middle playing 
a flute. 

VANESSA. That’s not a flute. 

JORDAN. I’m like playing this song and the naked person 
on the couch doesn’t even care but everyone looks at 
the naked person anyway so I might as well not even be 
in the painting at all. 

VANESSA. Do you want to maybe unpack that feeling a little 
bit? 

JORDAN. It was that office pool party last week. 

VANESSA. What happened? 

JORDAN. I don’t even know, and just like, even just the fact 
that I have to say my office pool party makes me want 
to kill myself. We go to the CFO's country club, we all 
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have to schlep out to Westchester but, you know, free 
booze, and the pool, a bunch of the guys go off and play 
esque-ish. It’s actually kinda nice, 


golf. Very Gatsby- 
actually. 
VANESSA. Ok. 
wim. Obviously. I would never take my 


JORDAN. I never S 
shirt off in front of people I work with. 
u have this image of yourself as 


being, like, 
lly totally 


VANESSA. Yo 
Shamu the baby orca whale. You’re actua 
adorable, you have to — 
JORDAN. I hate my body, let's not go into it, just let me tell 
my story. 
on the side with the like sad 
and — 


mys 
So I’m just like, pasty boy 
polo shirt drinking, like, a drink, or whatever, 

KIKI. Conrad’s mom is being so cheap and I’m like, lady, 
I agreed to have this wedding in Kentucky for you s° 
give me my goddamn photo booth. 

JORDAN. Kiki's going a mile a minute but I’m not listening- 

EVAN. Oh my god! Oh my god! 

JORDAN. This really annoying laugher from work is going 
errrrazy. I’ve told you about Evan? He’s this kinda 
hideous graphic designer and he’s like always laughing 
but he can’t laugh without screaming Oh my god like a 
million times which makes me want to never make him 

laugh. But he’s gay, so he always sits with us at office 


parties, and he comes over and is like: 


EVAN. Heyyyyy girls. 

JORDAN. Which seems inapprorpriate at a work thing, but 
whatever. Kiki’s jabbering on and Evan’s oh my god- 
ing, and then I see Will getting out of the pool and it’s 
like... time just, stops. 

(WILL emerges, in his bathing suit, wet.) 
He stands there for a second, pool-water running down 
his body, and you can see he’s trying to remember 
Hees — put his towel but he can’t, remember, but 
ike four seconds he’s standing totally still, the 
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only thing moving is the water, and like, instantly my 
brain became a video recorder and like instantly hit 
RECORD and for four seconds I just... memorized. 

VANESSA. What did you memorize? 

JORDAN. Everything. Everything. His shoulders? His 
shoulders are kind of narrow but they’re sweet and 
round at the top, almost like knees. He has an amazing 
neck, the skin on his neck — especially when it’s wet, is 
just, so soft and... fresh. He has just a little soft brown 
hair on the top of his chest, covering his collarbone, 
the kind of light crop dusting that looks like, like if you 
blew on it, like a dandelion, it would fly off, kind of 
dance in the air for a second and then get carried away 
in the wind. His nipples are red. And hard. Obviously. 
Since he was just swimming. And some nipples gross 
me out, but Will’s are... His biceps have just the lightest 
little hint of muscle. One single vein runs up each arm 
in this beautiful line, like a Miro painting, not quite 
straight, but it draws your eyes immediately to the 
canvass. You can see his little ribs, and you can just tell, 
if you held him in your hands, he'd be sturdy, but also, 
feeling those ribs protruding... you’d know that this 
was something precious, that deserved to be treated 
with... tenderness. His belly button is this totally 
adorable little innie, and he doesn’t have a six pack, 
but he doesn’t not have one either. It’s just a sweet little 
stomach, the kind you would, if you were curled up in 
bed next to him, and you wrapped your arm around 
him and rested your hand on his stomach, when you 
landed there, you would instantly just feel glad to be 
alive in a world where there are men whose stomachs 


are so sweet, and you can hold them, in your bed. 

VANESSA. You memorized his body. 

JORDAN. And then time unfreezes, and Kiki's like: 

KIKI. But Conrad’s mother was like, “I just hope I don’t 
show you up at your own wedding,’ and I was like, 
don’t worry Pudgemeister, I’ll be fiiiiine - 

JORDAN. And Evan’s screaming: 
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EVAN. Oh my god! Oh my god! I can’t wait to meet this 


bitch - 


JORDAN. Even though he’s not even invited, and Will 


remembers where he put his towel, which is that he 
forgot to get one, and he turns and walks away, and I 
watch him go, dripping on the concrete surrounding 
the pool, and all I wanted in that moment was to trade 
places with the cement and soak up the water that had 
touched his body. I was jealous of cement. And you can 
see his ass, the material of the wet bathing suit kind of 
clung to it, and his calves sort of expanded with each 
step as he pressed the weight of his body down, and he 


walked off. 


LAURA. That sounds torturous... 


(With a shift of light, VANESSA has gone. 
JORDAN turns to LAURA, tn his apartment.) 


JORDAN. There's more. 

LAURA. Great. 

JORDAN. So I got up, I pretended I had to go to the 
bathroom, and I followed him into the locker room, 
not really a locker room, but it’s a changing room. He's 
opened up his little cubby, but he’s gone off to use the 
toilet. I can see his bare feet just going into the stall, so 
I have thirty seconds, tops. I pick up his t-shirt, and I 


smell it. 


LAURA. You smelled his shirt? 


(JORDAN nods yes.) 


How'd it smell? 
(Without words, JORDAN answers: incredible.) 


JORDAN. And he had these forest green converse sneakers, 


I'd never seen him wear them before, obviously, I’d only 
seen him in the office, but he wore them on the train 
up, without socks, which is just, to me, is just so sexy. 
And I touched one of his sneakers, and I looked in the 
tongue, and it said size twelve, and, I don’t know, there 


SIGNIFICANT OTHER 


was something about those size twelve forest green 
converse sneakers that just... 

They just... 

I started to cry. I just thought, like, what if, like, what 
if there was a world where I could wake up in the 
morning and see those size twelve forest green converse 
sneakers lined up next to my bed, like, what if that was 
the first thing I saw in the morning, when I woke up. 
and that’s how I knew... I turned my head, he was still 
asleep on the other side of my bed, but I'd forgotten he 
was there until I saw the sneakers. 


And then I heard him flush the toilet and I darted 
out of the bathroom and went back to Kiki and Evan 
sitting on the grass, and drank my drink and tried to 
pretend the world hadn’t just cracked open a little bit 
and would maybe never seal itself back up. 


(At HELENE ’s house.) 
JORDAN. Watch the step, Grandma. 
: _ SHELENE. I know the step. I see it. 
ca (HELENE sighs.) 
JORDAN. Are you ok? 
HELENE. What? 
JORDAN. ARE YOU OK? 
HELENE. I’m fine, I’m fine. 
(JORDAN gets a text.) 
What’s that? 
JORDAN. It’s just a text message. 
HELENE. A what? 


JORDAN. It’s just a message from Laura, we're trying to figure 
out - it’s about our friend’s wedding, next weekend. 


HELENE. Where's the wedding? 
JORDAN. Kentucky. 


= OOO er 
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HELENE. Where? 

JORDAN. Kentu- 

HELENE. Kentucky? Blech. 

JORDAN. I agree. 

HELENE. This is Didi? 
JORDAN. Kiki. 
HELENE. I met Kiki, right? 
JORDAN. Right, at your — 

HELENE. Yes. I liked her. 

JORDAN. Yeah, she’s great. Where do you want me to leave 

your medication? 

HELENE. Do you like Didi’s husband? 

JORDAN. No. 

HELENE. Why? 

JORDAN. I don’t know. He’s a dud? Where should I put 

your medicine? 
HELENE. Oh just put it in the kitchen. 
(JORDAN walks off to the kitchen.) 
JORDAN. (Offstage.) I’m putting it on the counter. 
HELENE. What? 
(JORDAN returns.) 


JORDAN. I put it on the counter. 

HELENE. Thank you, dear. 

JORDAN. When does your cleaning lady come? 

HELENE. Thursday. 

JORDAN. Does she just come once a week? 

HELENE. Every other week. Your parents are paying for it, 
because I don’t need it, but they — 

JORDAN. Maybe she should come every week. 

HELENE. That's crazy. I’m one person. I never had a cleaning 
lady before. I don’t need one now. 


JORDAN. Maybe it would be good. You don’t need to clean 
anymore. 
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HELENE. I don’t like it. No. Once every other week is enough. 
JORDAN. Ok. But maybe think about it. 

HELENE. What? 

JORDAN. Nothing. 

HELENE. What? 


JORDAN. Nothing. 
HELENE. Don’t get old, Jordan. Don’t die young, but don’t 


get old. 
(Beat. HELENE smiles.) 
I feel so useless. 
(JORDAN doesn’t know what to say. He picks 
up aframed photo of the two of them.) 
Do you remember that? 
JORDAN. Of course. 
HELENE. That’s my favorite. You c 
than three. 
JORDAN. Yeah. 
HELENE. Where was that taken? 
JORDAN. That was at your house, in East Meadow. 
HELENE. It was? 
JORDAN. Yeah, that’s not our backyard. 
HELENE. I used to take that photo to the beauty salon and 
tell them I want my hair the same color as his. 


JORDAN. I was very blonde. 
HELENE. We had a lot of fun together, you and I. 


JORDAN. We did. 

HELENE. I remember, all the times. And you would come 
for the weekend with all your little books and we would 
read stories and make oreos. 

JORDAN. I remember, I remember it all. 

HELENE. How’s your social life? 

(This is a sweet question. JORDAN knows what 
she’s asking, and it touches him. But still, he 
has nothing to report.) 


ouldn’t have been more 
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JORDAN. It’s fine, Grandma. 


HELENE. Mmm. 
QIORDAN hands HELENE @ photograph.) 


There’s your father. I wanted a girl after Steven, but 
when I saw your father’s dimples, I said, he’ll do. 
And there’s Bubbe and Zeyde. This is at their golden 
anniversary, their fiftieth. 

JORDAN. Fifty years. Wow. 

HELENE. And this is their sixtieth. 

JORDAN. Sixty... Jesus. 

HELENE. It’s the same dress. See? 


) JORDAN. Oh, yeah. 


HELENE. They had two children and she was pregnant with 
a third, my mother, but things were so dangerous, they 


had to flee. So Zeyde came here, worked for a year, then 
sent for her, and with three small children, Bubbe took 


a boat across the world to a place she’d never been. 
How brave is that? 
JORDAN. I couldn’t do that. 
HELENE. Neither could I. 
(Beat.) 
And here’s me and Pop-Pop, at our wedding. 
(HELENE touches Pop-Pop’s face in the photo.) 


Handsome. 

JORDAN. How old were you there? 

HELENE. Twenty-one. 

JORDAN. Jesus Christ. Do you know what I was doing at 
twenty-one? I could barely tie my shoes. 

HELENE. It was a different time. 

JORDAN. Yeah but still... So when you were my age, you'd 
been married six years already? 

HELENE. With two children. 

JORDAN. Wow. 

HELENE. You have all that to look forward to. 
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JORDAN. Do I? 
HELENE. Why wouldn’t you? Of course you do. 


JORDAN. I hope so. 
HELENE. There are wonderful things in store for you. I 


know. I know a lot of people upstairs, and they’re all 
looking out for you. I know. 
(JORDAN smiles. He doesn’t believe her, but he 


smiles.) 


(KIKI enters in her wedding dress.) 


KIKI. Can you believe were here? 
JORDAN. At your wedding? 
KIKI. No. Kentucky! 


JORDAN. Oh. Not really. 
KIKI. I completely concur. Sorry I just learned concur 
h saying it. But honestly, I'd go 


and I’m obsessed wit 
here to marry that man. And I know it’s weird, 


anyw! 

since he and I come from such different places and we 
basically have nothing to talk about, but sometimes I 
h a stupid tv show with 


think it’s enough just to wate 
someone who's obsessed with you. 
JORDAN. He's totally obsessed with you, isn’t he? 
KIKI. Obsessed. 
JORDAN. I am so happy for you. 
(VANESSA and LAURA have entered in their 
bridesmaid dresses. LAURA eats a roll.) 
VANESSA. Kiki, you look completely anorexic. 
KIKI. Oh my god, thank you so much! 


(CONRAD enters.) 


My hero! 
(CONRAD lifts KIKI into the air and kisses her 
as her feet dangle.) 


LAURA. (Genuine.) Aww. 


Eee 
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VANESSA. (Deadpan.) Aww. 
JORDAN. Congratulations, Conrad. I love your suit. 


(Quick beat.) 


CONRAD. Ok. 

(KIKI laughs..A real laugh.) 

KIKI. Oh my god Con, you're hysterical. Did you meet Roger 
yet? 

VANESSA. You know, I didn’t. 

KIKI. You have to meet - Con, where’s Rog? We are going to 
make this happen. 

VANESSA. It’s really ok. 

KIKI, We are going to make this happen right now. Don't 
move. Conrad, you go left, I’m going right. ROGER! 
ROG! 

(KIKI exits. CONRAD waits a moment, then 
follows.) 

VANESSA. Is she insane? She thinks someone's gonna want 
me wearing this? I feel like walking birth control. 

JORDAN. Cut Kiki some slack. She hasn’t had any solid food 
in two weeks. 

LAURA. Why do you look at me when you say that? 

JORDAN. That's like your third roll, isn’t it? 

LAURA. They're so good. 

JORDAN. Fuck it. Let’s each gain 120 pounds by Christmas 
and vow to love our bodies anyway. 

VANESSA. Ok. 

JORDAN. Oh but actually Iican’t because Will isn’t fat and 
I'd actually really hurt my chances if I got that fat. 

VANESSA. You have to talk to a person to have chances. 
Pretty sure that's, like, part of the deal. 

LAURA. You tell him. 

DJ. (Offstage.) And now I'd like to call the bride and groom 
to - dance floor, for their first dance as husband and 
wife. 
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(KIKI and her husband dance out where the 
audience is. We can’t see them, but our trio 
lines up to watch. Lee Ann Womack’s “I Hope 


You Dance” plays.) 


JORDAN. 
Ew. What is this? 


LAURA. 
This is Kiki’s song? 


VANESSA. 
Iam actually in heaven 


right now. 


JORDAN. 
This is the girl who did 


coke off a floor! 


LAURA. 
She was voted the whore 
of our freshman dorm. 


VANESSA. 
She nominated herself. 


LAURA. 
Didn’t she try to sleep 
with you once? 


JORDAN. 
I don’t want to talk about 
that night. 


LEE ANN. 


I hope you never lose 
your sense of wonder 


You get your fill to eat 
but always keep that 
hunger 


May you never take one 
single breath for granted 


God forbid love ever 
leave you empty-handed 


I hope you still feel small 
when you stand beside 
the ocean 


Whenever one door 
closes 
I hope one more opens 


Promise me that you'll 
give faith a fighting 
chance 


And when you get the 
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choice to sit it out or 


VANESSA. dance 
And you don’t have to. 

LAURA. I hope you dance 
What is that dance 
move? 

JORDAN. I hope you dance 


That's... not appropriate. 
(The friends look on, various levels of 
incredulous. Then they smile and wave, as 
KIKI has turned back to look at them.) 


bJ. (Offstage.) And now let’s get everyone out on the floor 


to join the happy couple. 
and LAURA dance on the 


(VANESSA, JORDAN, 
side as only three extremely close friends can, 
like they’re in their own music video, acting 


out the lyrics almost like sign language. It’s 


ballet, musical theatre, and a nod to country. 
It’s mocking, tender, deep, and true. There’s so 
much love in this dance, it could break your 
heart.) 

(Before the song ends, ROGER somehow 


appears and sees VANESSA. They make eye 
contact and move toward each other to begin 
speaking. LAURA and JORDAN finish out the 


dance, and somehow LAURA spins JORDAN 
back to NY, back to his office.) 


GORDAN stands, while WILL pours a very 
full cup of coffee and takes a sip, @ big book 
tucked under his arm.) 


JORDAN. Hey. 


WILL. Hey. 
JORDAN. I don’t think we ever officially... Jordan. 
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WILL. Will. 
JORDAN. You’re working on... 

WILL. The Pepsi account. 

JORDAN. Pepsi. Right. With... 

WILL. Donald. And Rose. 

JORDAN. Donald. He's a character. 

WILL. That’s one way of putting it. 

JORDAN. Ha. Yeah. 

WILL. And you... 

JORDAN. I’ve been working on the, uh... the Replens account. 
WILL. Replens? 

JORDAN. For, uh, dry vaginas. 


WILL. Oh. 
‘re rolling out a new product, which I 


JORDAN. Yeah. They 
proposed calling “Vadryna” but they didn’t bite. Weirdly. 


WILL. Ha. Vadryna. That’s good. 
JORDAN. What's that? 

WILL. What? 

GIORDAN points at the book.) 
JORDAN. Pearl Harbor. 

WILL. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Non-fiction? 


WILL. Yeah. 
JORDAN. Are you a history buff? 


WILL. I am, I guess, kinda, yeah. 
JORDAN. Oh cool. I’m like, what’s the opposite of a buff? 


That’s how I am with history. 


WILL. Ha. Yeah. 

JORDAN. War books. That's so butch. 

WILL. Uh... I guess, I - 

JORDAN. I’m sorry, that was — sorry. 

WILL. My grandfather fought in World War II, so I... 


JORDAN. Oh wow, that’s amazing. 


ii aaa 
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WILL. I guess. Yeah. I mean, for him. 
JORDAN. Yeah. Wow. I’ll have to check it — you recommend 
it? 
WILL. I do. 
JORDAN. I’ll have to check it out then. 
WILL. Cool. Yeah. Well. I gotta — 
JORDAN. Right. 
WILL. Jordan? 
JORDAN. Will. 
(Quick beat.) 


WILL. Cool. 
(WILL exits. JORDAN watches him go.) 


(LAURA and JORDAN in his apartment, in 
front of his laptop.) 
LAURA. Don’t you think “love” is a strong word at this point? 

JORDAN. Well what's the word then for what happens when 
you masturbate thinking about someone and have the 
most intense orgasm you’ve ever had in your entire life, 
because that happened to me last night. 

LAURA. Wonderful. 

JORDAN. What's that Joni Mitchell song? “Help me I think 
I’m falling in love again.” 

LAURA. Nope. 

JORDAN. There’s just one more, you have to see this one, 
he has a niece I think, look at him holding his — Laura, 
look at how he holds that fucking child. 

LAURA. Jordan. 

JORDAN. Look at how that little kid is smiling because — 

LAURA. JORDAN. 

JORDAN. I love your Uncle too, honey! 

LAURA. JORDAN! 

JORDAN. This was useful. Ok? This isn’t — because first of 
all, he accepted my friend request within ten minutes 
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of my having sent it, which MEANS SOMETHING, 
and second of all - 

LAURA. It doesn’t mean — 

JORDAN. Secondly, we now have official confirmation of his 
faggotry, which was — 

LAURA. It doesn’t say interested in men. 

JORDAN. Unless you know a lot of straight guys who get 
tagged in seventeen photos from “Fire Island Summer 
Party Pics” posing with twenty other shirtless men, 
then, yeah, I’d say we have confirmation. Not that I 
wasn’t sure, but I like being positive. Not HIV positive, 
put positive right positive. 

LAURA. Do not go down this path. 

JORDAN. What path? 

LAURA. You have obsessive tendencies, you know you have 
obse— 

JORDAN. I hate when you say 

LAURA. But, you do, and I don’t like - 

JORDAN. No I know I do, but hearing you say I have 
obsessive tendencies makes me feel like, like I need to 
go to the vet and be put down. 

(LAURA shrugs: Maybe that’s not a bad idea.) 
hate being a person. I wish I was a rock, you know? 
Or anything. A salamander. Dental floss. Rain. 


Whatever happened to Jordan Berman? Oh, he turned 
into rain. 
LAURA. You're such a nut job. 
(JORDAN goes and gets a shoebox.) 
What is this? 
(He opens the box and pulls out a pair of size 
twelve forest green converse sneakers.) 
Oh my god. No. No! 
JORDAN, And sometimes when I see him in the kitchen on 


the thirty-third floor, making coffee, I stand near him 
because before he goes back to his desk he always takes 


I have obsessive tendencies. 
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a sip first, and I like to listen to the sound it makes 
while it moves inside him from his mouth down to the 
rest of his body. 

(LAURA reaches for the sneakers.) 


LAURA. I am taking these with me. 
(JORDAN pulls them back.) 
JORDAN. NOT YET! NO! PLEASE! I just, need them, right 


now. 

KIKI. Read it to me. 
Un the office kitchen, KIKI makes coffee. 
JORDAN leaves LAURA in his apartment and 


goes to KIKI.) 


JORDAN. You sure? 
(KIKI motions yes. JORDAN reads from his 
phone.) 
“Hey Will. Hey. How’s it going? How was your weekend? 
Mine was pretty fun actually.” 
KIKI. Do you do affirmations? 
(JORDAN gives KIKI a look.) 


Continue. 
JORDAN. “How was your weekend? Mine was pretty 


fun actually. I actually saw this really interesting 
documentary about a woman in her nineties who was 
an actress but not a famous one and she loved hats for 
some reason and had hundreds and hundreds of hats. 
It was actually really interesting. 


Anyway, I’m writing because while I was there I saw 
a poster for a new documentary about the Franco- 
Prussian War and I remember you were reading 
that crazy long book about Pearl Harbor and I don't 
actually know what the Franco-Prussian War was but it 
sounded kinda Pearl Harbor-esque so I thought I’d tell 
you about it. It’s playing at the Quad and it opens next 
week. We should check it out. Let me know if you'd be 
interested. 


SIGNIFICANT OTHER 31 


Later, Jordan.” 


KIKI. B plus. 
JORDAN. Really? 


KIKI. You’re a good writer. 
JORDAN. Do you think the hats thing was funny, or weird? 


KIKI. What hats thing? 
JORDAN. When I told him about the hats documentary. 


Was that funny or weird? 
KIKI. Oh. Weird I guess. But I zoned out during that part. 


JORDAN. (Zo his phone.) WRITE BACK! 
KIKI. You want me to check? 


JORDAN. Check what? 
KIKI. If he’s at his desk, or if he’s out. Maybe he's out at a 


meeting. 
JORDAN. How can you check? 


KIKI. Um, I will walk by his office and check if he’s in there. 


JORDAN. Really? 
KIKI. Yeah. Wait here. 
JORDAN. Don’t be obvious seeming. 


KIKI. What? 
JORDAN. Just — pretend you have somewhere to go. Don't 


seem weird about it. 
KIKI. ’m not going to seem weird about it because I don’t 


seem weird about anything because I’m not weird. 
You're weird. I’m regular. I’m amazing. I’m not weird. 


(KIKI exits. EVAN immediately enters the 
kitchen.) 


EVAN. Heyyyyyy girrrrrzl. 
Did I just overhear a little chitter chatter? About the 


new guy? 
JORDAN. What new guy? 
EVAN. Will? 
JORDAN. Oh. No. 
EVAN. Liar. 
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JORDAN. We didn’t say anything about him, I swear. 
EVAN. Didn’t you though? 
(KIKI returns.) 

KIKI. So he was at his desk, but he was totally - 
JORDAN. Kiks. Kiks. Wait. 

EVAN. Wait what? Who’s at his desk? 

KIKI. JORDAN. 

Wi- Kiki! Kiki! 

KIKI. What? Ob. Ohhhh. Ok. Oh. Ok. 

EVAN. What is going on here? 

KIKI. Were having... a... private HR meeting. 


EVAN. Who Was At What Desk? 

KIKI. This is actually a confidential HR meeting. I’m sorry, 
but, were actually gonna need the break room. NOW. 
Sorry. 

EVAN. Okay. 

(EVAN exits. ) 

JORDAN. He was just sitting at his desk? 

KIKI. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Did he see you? 

KIKI. He saw me walk by, yeah. 


JORDAN. Did you seem weird? 
KIKI. 'M NOT WEIRD SO I CAN’T SEEM WEIRD. 


JORDAN. I want to die I want to die I want to die I want to 
die I want - 
KIKI, You invited him to a movie. It’s not that big a deal. 
JORDAN. IT’S A BIG DEAL KIKI. 
Sorry. 
KIKI, You are giving all your power away to someone who 
you don’t even know if he deserves it. Calm. Down. 
(KIKI bites into an apple she’s been holding. 
There’s a sticker on it.) 


JORDAN. Hey Kiks? 
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KIKI. What? 
JORDAN. Can I have the sticker on the apple? 


KIKI. Why? 
JORDAN. I need something that will like touch me and cling 


to me right now. 
(KIKI gives JORDAN the sticker.) 
KIKI. Should I have an affair? 


JORDAN. No. 

KIKI. Ok. 

JORDAN. Oh my god he just wrote back. 

KIKI. Gimme. 
(KIKI rips the phone out of JORDAN’ hands.) 


JORDAN. Give it to me. Kiki. Kiki. Give me the - 


KIKI. It’s good. 
(JORDAN takes back the phone and reads 


aloud.) 


JORDAN. “Sounds cool. ’'m down. W.’ 


(KIKI squeals.) 

KIKI. That is amazing. 

LAURA. That sounds positive. 

VANESSA. It’s not negative. 

(VANESSA enters. ) 

JORDAN. I know it’s not negative, why would you even say 
that? 

(VANESSA and JORDAN sit on the bench at 
MoMA.) 

VANESSA. No, I just meant — 

JORDAN. So I write back, like, “Hey Will! la la la, what’s 
your Thursday look like,” which 1 send at 2:17 p.m. and 
he writes back at 2:19 and this is what he writes: Can't 
Thursday. 

KIKI. (No big deal - he's busy.) Can’t Thursday? 
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LAURA. (Laughing: dating ts a nightmare.) Can’t Thursday? 
VANESSA. (Drawing him close, poor baby.) Can't Thursday. 


JORDAN. He said, “sounds cool.’ He said, “I’m down.” So it’s 
fine if Thursday’s not good for him, but now what do 
I do? 

KIKI. Write back and suggest @ different day. 

LAURA. Write back and ask what’s good for him. 

VANESSA. Don’t write back. 

JORDAN. So I write back and say — 

VANESSA. Oh you did? 

JORDAN. Yeah of course, and I try to be as casual as he’s 
being, so I just write, “Ok. How about sometime 
Saturday?” No response. And then I see him in the 
kitchen, and he’s like: 

WILL. Hey. 

JORDAN. He doesn’t even acknowledge my email. And 
at first I think it’s because I’m wearing this hideous 
sweater that accentuates all my fat cells but I honestly 
don’t think that’s the reason, you know? 

KIKI. No, that sweater is so cute. 

LAURA. Did I get you that sweater? 

VANESSA. Never wear that sweater again. 


(Quick beat.) 


JORDAN. I’m so fucked. 
ROGER. Yeah. 


(ROGER enters, joins VANESSA on the bench, 
and pretzels his body into hers, romantically.) 
JORDAN. Who are you! 
ROGER. Excuse me? 
VANESSA. It’s this game we play. 
JORDAN. Depending on our mood, we pick something in 


the painting we identify with, like, that bird with the 
orange belly. 


VANESSA. Who are you, Roger? 
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ROGER. Um, I don’t know. I guess... this sounds more like 
your game maybe? 

VANESSA. Aww. 

(VANESSA and ROGER make out.) 

LAURA. Did you know Roger picked Vanessa up at Knopf 
and they had sex in the handicapped bathroom? 

JORDAN. Whoa. This is like serious. 

KIKI. They're getting really serious. I knew they would hit it 
off. Vanessa didn’t want to listen to me but it's like, why 
wouldn’t you listen to me when you know I’m always 
right? 

JORDAN. You are? 

KIKI. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Then what do I do about Will? 

KIKI. Wait until after the weekend. Then: Give it one more 
shot! 

JORDAN. You think? 

LAURA. Yeah, why not? 

JORDAN. So I decide to give it one last shot — 

VANESSA. NO!!! 

JORDAN. But I wait until after the weekend, I wait seventy- 
two HOURS, Vanessa, that’s like, half a week. And ’'m 
super casual: Wanna see that movie this week? 

KIKI. (As if turning the pages of a Danielle Steel novel.) 
What'd he say? 

LAURA. (Ok, so tell me...) What'd he say? 

VANESSA. (Sending that email was the biggest mistake of 
your life.) What'd he say? 

JORDAN. He. Said. 

WILL. Sure. 

KIKI. Thank you Jesus I don’t even believe in Jesus. 

LAURA. Thank you Jesus. 

VANESSA. Jesus. 

KIKI. Are you gonna sleep with him? 
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JORDAN. I don’t know. 
LAURA. Don’t sleep with him on a first date. 


JORDAN. I would never. 
VANESSA. Why not? We did. 


JORDAN. I might. 
KIKI. You should fuck his brains out. 


JORDAN. You think? 
LAURA. Don’t listen to Kiki! 
JORDAN. I would never. 
VANESSA. When was the last time you had sex? 
JORDAN. I don’t know, like, the Pleistocene era? 
KIKI. Wear something slutty. 
LAURA. What are you gonna wear? 
VANESSA. Dress like you don’t even care. 
KIKI. Do you own a thong? 
LAURA. You can’t wear this. 
VANESSA. Care just enough but not too much. 
KIKI. Dance like no one is watching. 
LAURA. You have the saddest clothes. 
VANESSA. When you laugh, just be like, “Ha.” 
KIKI. Shoot for the moon. 
LAURA. This one screams: don’t touch me! 
VANESSA. “Heh.” 
KIKI. Even if you miss you'll land among the stars. 
LAURA. Were you ever molested? 
VANESSA. Work on your laugh before the date. 
KIKI. Be obsessed with yourself. I am. 
LAURA. Just be yourself. Ish. 
VANESSA. Don’t be the woman with the flute. Be the naked 
woman on the couch. 
ROGER. You don’t seem that fat. 
(KIKI, VANESSA, amd ROGER disappear. 
JORDAN’s in his apartment with LAURA, 
holding a shirt.) 
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LAURA. You’re not fat.” 
JORDAN. This is the shirt, right? 


LAURA. This is the shirt. 
JORDAN. This shirt could be - like I could tell my kids 
someday, this is the shirt I wore the first night I went 


out with your father. 
LAURA. Focus less on future children and more on, like, not 
spilling food on yourself. 
(JORDAN looks terrified, goes into the bathroom 
to change.) 
It’s never as bad as you think it’ll be. Last week, I 
went out with a guy who told me that while he wasn’t 
personally into cannibalism, he could understand the 
appeal. 
And I still made out with him... 
That was supposed to cheer you up. 
JORDAN. Oh. 
GORDAN emerges in his new shirt. Forlorn. 
And so is LAURA, who suddenly feels very 
alone.) 
Do I look completely disgusting? 
LAURA. No. You look cute. 
JORDAN. Really? 
(LAURA nods. Beat.) 
LAURA. If it... if it doesn’t work out - and I hope it does but 
if it doesn’t? You still have me. And Irma. 


(LAURA goes to the door.) 
JORDAN. Laura. 
LAURA. Call me after. 

(LAURA exits.) 


ee 
*If the actor playing Jordan Berman is not even remotely pudgy, then 


Laura can say, “You're not fat. You were a fat kid. Get over it.” 
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CIORDAN te clone in hie aportrnent 


(A breath Quiet 
(There ie magjie nothing more heartbreaking 
in the whole world than getting ready for © 
first date alone tn your apartment We food 
the weight of that.) 

GORDAN sprays one aprile of cologne and 
swathes into tt Then he looker in the mirror and 
touches two tiny spots on his head to readpust 
hte hair 

Meat, 

(He practices his laugh “Ha.” “Wich” Then an 
ertended laugh Heo horrified at himself) 


GORDAN stands outside the movie theater 
Lauea’s on the other side of the stage, on her 

LAURA. So what happened? ‘Tell me. Start fram the beganmng 
JORDAN 1 got to the movie early, to get the tickets. Pick 
them up 1d bought them online. As if, like, the Franco 
Prussian War documentary was gonna sell out. Aad 


hes 

Whi Hey 

JORDAN. He was wearing the same thing he had wors 
te soa, ail Sag a aati ato hee ae Dat 8 


] got the tinkets. 
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wh OF cowl, what do I owe you? 

\OROAN. Ne no don’t worry about it. 

Wh. Ne let me - 

I\QRDAN, Please. Don’t worry about it. 

wa. Thanks. 

roroan, You can get the pepeorn if you want. 

wha. Ob f don't eat popcorn but if you want some? 

OROAN. So now I'm like this enormous money-hungry 
Ogre. 
Se ne popcorn. But we go get seats and | am like hyper 
aware of absolutely everything. I can feel my love 
handle, the side of it touching the arm rest and that 
makes me hate myself for not working out more. and 
my pits are drenching with sweat and my hands and 
feet are super squirmy and he's super relaxed, like, he 
& just sitting in his seat, watching the movie, taking it 
in. So the movie itself was... Ok, so it was bad, it was 
very badly done, but there was still something about 
it, photo after photo of these beautiful young men in 
uniform who fought in the Franco-Prussian War which 
se one remembers and no one knows their names OF 
the cause which they DIED for or what they wanted for 
their lives that they never got, and how many people in 
the history of the world die without getting what they 
want out of life and how do you know if you're gonna 
be one of those people and if you think you might be, 
what do you do to avoid ending up like that... | don't 
know, something about it just... 

WiLL You're crying, 

SORDAK. I'm so dumb. 

WILL. No, it was - 

JORDAN. It was horrible. It was a horrible documentary. 
Unless, if you liked it, | didn’t mean to - 

Wit. No, it wasn't very good. 

SORDAM. No, but, 1, | uh - L, uhm, I am, uh, just, dumb. 
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LAURA. And then what? 
JORDAN. I think he was, like, I think it made him look 


at me again, that I was, like my heart or whatever, I 
enough to feel something, even if the skill of 


was alive ; n 
the filmmaker was lacking, it still made me feel. I was 


embarrassed but I actually think it was the highlight of 
the whole evening. 

WILL, Well thanks for the movie. 

JORDAN. Thank you. 


WILL. Sure. 
JORDAN. You wanna ~ have you eaten yet? 


WILL. I did, yeah, but if you — 
JORDAN. No. I did, I just... I was thinking maybe, if you 


wanted to get a drink or something? 


WILL. Sure. 
LAURA. So you went out for drinks? That’s good. How were 


they? 
JORDAN. Confusing. I couldn’t get a good read on what he 


felt. He checked his phone twice. Or three times. I can't 
remember. 

LAURA. Ew! 

WILL. Sorry, it’s just — 

JORDAN. No worries. 

WILL. My sister was supposed to — Sorry. 

JORDAN. Where's your sister from? 

WILL. In Maine. 

JORDAN. Is that where you grew up? 

WILL. Yeah. 

JORDAN. What part? 

WILL. Do you know Maine? 

JORDAN. I mean, I know there’s Portland. 


WILL. Yeah, not there. 


JORDAN. And Poland Spring. 
WILL. Not there either. Most people don’t really know Maine. 
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JORDAN. Yeah I guess not. Lobster, Poland Spring and like 
that George Clooney movie. , 

WILL. Which movie? 

JORDAN. The Perfect Storm? 

WILL. That’s Massachusetts. 

JORDAN. Shit. 


WILL. Yeah. 
JORDAN. But. Then there were moments that were - like, 


I definitely made him laugh, a couple times, I told 
him about that guy at work who used to give me death 


stares and he was like: 


WILL. Show me. 
(JORDAN tries to make the look, but laughs.) 


JORDAN. Wait, no, I can do it. 
(JORDAN regains his composure, puts his 
head down, then makes the look again. WILL 


is hysterical.) 
And I told him that story about my Dad’s business trip 
to Mexico City - 
LauRA. Oh that story is so funny. 
JORDAN. I know, and he was like: 
WILL. That's really funny. 


JORDAN. And there were a lot of pregnant pauses where we 
both sipped our drinks and looked at each other for a 


second without saying anything which maybe means 
nothing but maybe means everything... 
(They sip their drinks and look at each other.) 
And at one point he like really opened up, and was like: 
WILL. I've been in New York... I guess it’s nine years now? 
Yeah. Nine. Weird. And, you know, I’m a Maine boy, I 
like a good hike, a good canoe trip - 
JORDAN. Right, right. 
WILL, And I like the city, in fact, there's a lot about it I really 
love, but when I see parents trying to squeeze their 
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strollers into the subway, I’m like, aren't ae pointed 
to be raising kids where they can hike and canoe and 


you know, do all that boy scout stuff? 
JORDAN. He wants to have boy scout babies, he’s amazing, 


he - 
LAURA. How’d it end? 
JORDAN. Thanks for the drink. 


WILL. Thanks for the movie. 
JORDAN. This was really... 1 had a really good time tonight. 


WILL. Yeah this was fun. 
JORDAN. Yeah. 
(Beat. They stand close together.) 
Ok, well... 
(Beat.) 
witt. Goodnight, Jordan. 
JORDAN. Goodnight. 
(WILL walks away. ) 

JORDAN. So does it sound like that went really well or just 
ok or was it actually a disaster? And why do I feel like 
drowning myself now is that normal? 

LAURA. I think it sounds like it went well. 


JORDAN. More. 
LAURA. It sounds like you were funny, you didn’t come 


on too strong, you asked questions. It sounds like a 
successful first date. 

JORDAN. Define successful. Use it in a sentence. 

LAURA. Hang on I'm getting another — who’s calling at this 
hou- it’s Vanessa — 

JORDAN. Take it. Go. 

LAURA. Are you - 

JORDAN. I’m fine. Go. Night. 

LAURA. Night honey. 


| ——— 
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GORDAN hangs up. He’s back at home. He gets 
into bed, fully clothed. His phone rings. This 
whole scene is very subdued.) 


JORDAN. Hello. 
Hey. 
Ok? 
Oh my god, really? 
That’s incredible. 
When did it... 
How did he ask? 
Uh huh. 
Uh huh. 
Awww. 
Yeah. What were his exact words? 
Oh he didn’t use words? But still, 
Who knew Kiki’s wedding would be such a fortuitous 
event in your life? 
What? No go take the call - no 
- love you. Love you - 
(Vanessa has hung up. JORDAN P 
phone.) 
WILL. Do you know Maine? 
JORDAN. I mean, Poland Spring? 
WILL. That's where I’m from! Yes! 
JORDAN. And lobster? 
WILL. Yeah! 
JORDAN. And that George Clooney movie? 
WILL. I love that movie! 
JORDAN. I mean, George, hello! 
WILL. Hello! 


that’s beautiful. 


take it, of course, I love 


uts down his 
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Hi. 
Hey. 


(At HELENE’s house.) 
HELENE. That’s wonderful! 
JORDAN. Yeah. I’m leaving your medication in the kitchen. 
HELENE. I met Vanessa. She’s the journalist. 
JORDAN. No, she’s an editor at Knopf. 

HELENE. So who's the journalist? 

JORDAN. I don’t - I don’t have any journalist friends. 

HELENE. Oh. Do you like her husband? 

JORDAN. Roger. Yeah. He's alright. 

HELENE. That’s good. 

JORDAN. I mean, I think she could do better, but maybe, 
you know, she’s my friend, so no one would be good 
enough. 

HELENE. Where's the wedding? 

JORDAN. In New York. Thank god. 

HELENE. Thank god? 

JORDAN. Her bridal shower was in Baltimore. That's where 
she’s from. 

HELENE. But you didn’t go to th 

JORDAN. No I did. 

HELENE. But youre... 

JORDAN. Boys can go to these things Now: It’s the 21st 
Century, Grandma. 

HELENE. I know that. 

JORDAN. I mean, I’m nota bridesmaid, but — 

HELENE. How could you be a bridesmaid? 

JORDAN. Because. It doesn’t matter anymore. I went to a 
wedding where there were female groomsmen, you 
can do whatever you want. And I’m one of her closest 
friends, but... Laura’s a bridesmaid. Vanessa said she 
would have asked me but it would mess up the balance 


e bridal shower? 
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in the photos or something, ‘cause Roger only has male 
groomsmen. I don’t really care. I guess. 


It feels like all my friends are dying. 
HELENE. Well, all my friends are dying too. 
(Beat.) 
They'll come back. When their husbands die. You'll 
see. They'll all come running back wanting to play 
Mahjong. 
(Beat.) 
Hows your social life? 
(Beat.) 
JORDAN. It’s ok. 
HELENE. Mmm. 
GORDAN hands HELENE a photo.) 
Oh! Do you remember that? 
JORDAN. I do. 
HELENE. I love it! I wanted hair the same color as yours. 
JORDAN. You're pretty blonde right now. 
HELENE. She did it too light. I have to go back. 
JORDAN. I think it looks good. 


HELENE, It’s too light. And you would come and we would 
read and make oreos. 


JORDAN. I remember. 
(Beat.) 
HELENE, You don’t have to worry. I would never do anything. 
I know it would upset the family too much. 
I wouldn’t even know how. I don’t own a gun, So... 
JORDAN. Knowing you, you'd shoot the wrong part of your 
brain and survive. 
HELENE, Can that happen? 


JORDAN. Sure. It’s not as... it’s not as obvious as it might 
seem. 
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HELENE. I could drive my car off a bridge but I don’t have 
my car anymore. 

JORDAN. And you could survive that, too, but end up 
paralyzed or something. You’d be worse off. 

HELENE. What I'd like to do is take some pills. But I don't 
know which ones. How does that work? 


(Beat.) 


JORDAN. I don’t know. 
HELENE. I heard you can slice your wrists open, but I'd be 


very scared and besides that sounds so messy. 


JORDAN. Grandma. 

HELENE. If I could just take some pills, tuck myself into bed 
ever wake up. Doesn’t that sound nice? I’ve had 
u know? 

lease stop. Please? 

e to worry. It’s just 


and n 
enough. It’s enough. Yo 
JORDAN. Grandma, can we — P 
HELENE. Don’t worry. You don’t hav 
talking. 
(VANESSA’s bachelorette party. A burst of 
loud must to the party: 
Something like Salt-N-Pepas “Shoop.” 
dance furiously fo suddenly, 
the music cuts out @ 
listening to JORDAN rea 


JORDAN. “Will - 
I don’t know if writing you this email is a smart idea 
or not, but I think it sort of doesn’t matter. I think 
sometimes we have to just take a risk and put ourselves 


ther does not include a performance 


license for “Shoop.” The publisher and author suggest that the licensee 

contact ASCAP or BMI to ascertain the music publisher and contact 

such music publisher to license or acquire permission for performance 

Pd the song. If a license or permission is unattainable for “Shoop,” the 

icensee may not use the song in Significant Other but may create an 

oe cea oie in a similar style or use a similar song in the public 
n. For further information, please see music use note on page 3. 
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out there because if we don’t, we'll live to regret that 
we never tried for something that could have been 
incredible but we’ll never know because we didn’t even 
make the effort to try. 

I had a really great time with you at the movie, and I 
really enjoy the time we spend in the office, even though 
it’s brief — I know it gets so busy here! I know we've 
exchanged a couple emails but it’s hard to tell what 
they all mean and I don’t know how you feel about me, 
so I thought I should be clear and put my feelings out 
there that I think you’re a really wonderful guy, with a 
keen intellect and a warm sense of humor, and I just 
wanted to say how much I like spending time with 
you, and to see if maybe you wanted to spend some 
more time with me, outside the office, to keep getting 
to know each other. I feel a really strong connection to 
you, and I would be really disappointed in myself if I 
didn’t at least put that out there and see if maybe you 
feel that way about me, too. 


I wish I could say these things to you in person, but I’m 
not that courageous, so I put it in this email, and I hope 
it will mean something to you. But if nothing else, you 
should just know that there’s someone out there who 
thinks you’re pretty freaking incredible. 
Let me know what you think. Jordan.” 

(Beat.) 

VANESSA. Did you send that? 

JORDAN. It’s just a draft. Should I send it? 

VANESSA, LAURA & KIKI. DON’T! 

JORDAN. Ok... Got it. 

LAURA. Game time! So. We sent Roger a list of questions, 
and, now were going to ask you the same questions 
and see if your answers line up to see how well you 
know each other. 

VANESSA. Really? 

KIKI. It’s a really fun game. 
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LAURA. Question number one: When did you know Vanessa 
was the one? 
VANESSA. Wait, so Tm supposed to answer what I think he 
would say? 
KIKI. Exactly. 
i i he 
Uh... I guess» if I was him... he would say... 
ssa pa ... oh, when we went to Macys 


I was the one, when 
and I let him finger me in the luggage department. 


i he one when you 
A. Roger said, he knew you were t 
ea pene first walk through Central Park. 


(They all laugh.) 


VANESSA. Really? 
JORDAN. Ok Hoe-nessa. 
VANESSA. Everyone hooks up in that store. 
KIKI. Not in the luggage department. 
LAURA. Next question: What is your favorite body part of 
Vanessa's? 
VANESSA. I don’t know, my tits? 

LAURA. Roger said: Your eyes. 

VANESSA. Ok he’s just being a fucker now. 

LAURA. Next question: If you could change one thing about 
Vanessa, what would it be? 

VANESSA. If he could change one thing about me? Oh, he'd 
want to change that I’m always late. That really pisses 
him off. 

LAURA. Roger said, if 
he would make you an orphan. 

VANESSA. What? 

JORDAN. Whoa. 

LAURA. I’m just reading what it says. 

VANESSA. I don’t understand that. 
KIKI. He’s saying, he wishes your parents were dead. 


VANESSA. Why would he say that? 
KIKI. Because he must hate them. 


he could change one thing about you, 
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JORDAN. Kiki — 

VANESSA. But — 

LAURA. Why don’t we get another round. Kiks? 

KIKI. Why me? 

LAURA. Kiks. 

KIKI. Don’t tell anyone, but you're my favorite. 

LAURA. I know. 

KIKI. But you can’t, you can’t tell anyone. 
(They're gone. VANESSA’s head is in her hands. 
JORDAN goes to comfort her. She looks up, 
laughing.) 

VANESSA. I answered those questions for him. 

JORDAN. Why? 

VANESSA. Just to fuck with everyone. Fuck this shit. 

JORDAN. Fuck this shit! 

VANESSA. Fuck weddings. I fucking hate weddings. I have 

someone I want you to meet at the wedding. 


JORDAN. Uhm, is he the only other gay guy coming? 
Because if he’s the ONLY other gay guy coming, I can 
almost guarantee you I’m not interested. 

VANESSA. No. He’s not the - Ok so he’s the only other gay 
guy coming but — 

JORDAN. I knew it! 

VANESSA. But he’s a really sweet guy. 

JORDAN. Sweet is code for ugly. 

(VANESSA concedes: the guy is ugly. They 
laugh.) 
Hey. Just...don’t forget me, ok? 

VANESSA. I just tried to set you up with someone! I’m 
thinking about you constantly! 

JORDAN. You know what I mean. 

VANESSA. Jordan. How could I forget you? I’m just trying 
to get you a date for this conformist celebration. 

JORDAN. Laura's my date. 
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VANESSA. Not if she brings Tony. 
JORDAN. Who's Tony? 
VANESSA. You haven’t heard about Tony? 
JORDAN. Who's Tony? 
VANESSA. Oh, I’ll let her tell you then. 
JORDAN. Who's Tony? 
VANESSA. This teacher man she — 
(LAURA and KIKI return.) 

KIKI, Totally just got hit on at the bar, not a big d 
JORDAN. Who's Tony? 
LAURA. She did not get hit on. 
JORDAN. Who's Tony? 
LAURA. This teacher I met the ot 

professional development day. 


KIKI. Go on... 
VANESSA. We had a dress fittin 
showed up alittle, umm... 


LAURA. I’d just come from his place. 
VANESSA. She was, like, panting. 


KIKI. Laura! 
LAURA. Because I’d been running from the subway! 


VANESSA. Is that what the kids are calling it these days? 
JORDAN. Why didn’t you tell me? About Tony? 
(Quick, awkward beat. LAURA turns away 
from JORDAN.) 
KIKI. Look at you! You're, like, glowing. 
LAURA. And can I just say, Tony is like, huge? 
KIKI, Really? 


LAURA. I had to google jaw 
HURTS after an hour of going do- 


KIKI, An hour? 
VANESSA. Roger’s not huge at all, but it’s perfect for me, 


SO... 


eal - 


her week when we had a 
I observed his classroom. 


g three days ago, and Laura 


exercises to do because it 
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LAURA. I never cared about size, but now I totally get it — 
VANESSA. It’s perfect for me, so... 
LAURA. And he sent me, at school today, he sent me this 
text and it was just so thoughtful — 
KIKI. LAURA. VANESSA. 
What'd it say? 
“Laura: meeting 
you has changed 


my life. 
Aww. Aww. 
Oh, this part’s 
private. 
I’m planning 
to be a really 
chill bride. But 
(LAURA goes Iam gonna get 
through her like amazing 
phone.) extensions. 
Ihave a great 
guy for that, 
Lorenzo, he 
did mine, but 
he’s not cheap. 
Really? How 
much? 


Like 1100. But 

itwas human 

hair, obviously. 
Oh wow. Well I 
would say that’s 
too much but 
lately my Mom 
is like, spare no 
expense for the 
happiest day 
of your life and 
I’m like, really? 
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KIKI. LAURA. VANESSA. 
No the 
happiest day 
of my life 
was the day I 
found that deli 
on 36th that 
makes the 290 (LAURA looks up 
eatoiie Tass from her phone.) 
Melt. 
I want a HUGE 
wedding. 
But now she’s 
giving me shit 
about the coral. 
I dis-concur. 
With glitter. 
Coral will be 
stunning in 
June. 
And flowers. 
Everywhere. 
I’m only doing 
this for the 
cake. 
Buckets and 
buckets of 
flowers. 
I so regret my 
colors I wish 
I’d done 
Gunmetal 
Pewter 
Burgundy 


and Mauve 


KIKI. 


Artichoke 
Lime green 
Powder blue 
and Pearl 


Cranberry 
Fig-camel 

Ivory 

and Puce; 
Tangerine 
Cerulean 

Fawn HUSBAND; 
Lavender 

Burnt Sienna 
Grape HUSBAND; 
Antique-gold 
Periwinkle 
Quartz HUSBAND; 
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LAURA. 
Irises 
Lilies 
Orchids 


Peonies 


Baby’s breath 
Tulips 
Daisies 
Hydrangea 


Larkspur 

Lilacs 

Sweet peas 
Amaranthus; 
Daffodils 
Chrysanthemum 
Jade BOYFRIEND; 
Sunflower 
Ranunculus 

Sage BOYFRIEND; 
Snapdragon 
Delphinium 
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Chiffon cake 
with Kiwi 
Strawberry 
Mousse 


Vanilla 
Cake with 
Mocha 
Buttercream 


Almond Cake 
with Pink Swirl 
Champagne 
Frosting; 
Peach ganache 
Bavarian 
FIANCE; 
Hazelnut 
Lemoncello 
FIANCE; 
Raspberry 
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Husband Birch BOYFRIEND; _ Pecan Fondant 
Husband Boyfriend FIANCE; 
Husband Boyfriend Fiancé 
Husband Boyfriend Fiancé 
Husband Boyfriend Fiancé 
HUSBAND BOYFRIEND FIANCE 
HUSBAND BOYFRIEND FIANCE 
HUSBAND BOYFRIEND FIANCE 


ke, a spotlight grows on 
JORDAN, who sits silently, listening. The 


light grows brighter and brighter, isolating 
him ever further until the women reach their 
crescendo.) 


(Blackout.) 


(As the women spea 


ACT TWO 


(ORDAN sits on his bed, looking at his open 
laptop, about to hit “send.” Then he slams 
his laptop shut, takes out his phone, makes a 
call. Lights up on LAURA.) 


\AURA. This is Laura. If you leave a message, I’ll get back 
to you as soon as I can. 

JORDAN. Hey. Your phone is off. Your phone is never... Um. 
Anyway. I was just calling because... I’m calling because 
[can feel myself about to send that email to Will that 
everyone told me not to send and my brain knows I 
absolutely should not send that email but my fingers 
sometimes have this way of like doing things without 
my permission and all night they keep creeping over 
to my laptop and hovering around the send button 
and I'm having a really hard time controlling them so 
Im calling you so that I don’t do something stupid but 
youre not there and I’m not sure what to do because 
it’s just been like a really crazy night because I found 
out that Micah Shapiro’s dad died and I know that’s not 
like that crazy ‘cause we never met his Dad and I’m not 
sure that like being secretly obsessed with someone for 
ayear in college gives you the right to feel badly when 
you find out that guy's dad died and I didn’t even mean 
to find out I swear but I came home after work tonight 
and] was totally planning to go to the gym like for total 
real but then I was like let me just check facebook for 
like two seconds and the first thing in my news feed 
was someone wrote on his wall sorry to hear about 
your Dad and I never go on Micah’s page even now I 
just avoid but like out of respect I went to his page and 
it turns out his dad just died and then and please don’t 
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| ACT TWO 


(JORDAN sits on his bed, looking at his open 
laptop, about to hit “send.” Then he slams 
his laptop shut, takes out his phone, makes a 
call. Lights up on LAURA.) 
\AURA. This is Laura. If you leave a message, I'll get back 
to you as soon as I can. 
JORDAN. Hey. Your phone is off. Your phone is never... Um. 
Anyway. I was just calling because... I’m calling because 
I can feel myself about to send that email to Will that 
everyone told me not to send and my brain knows I 
absolutely should not send that email but my fingers 
sometimes have this way of like doing things without 
my permission and all night they keep creeping over 
to my laptop and hovering around the send button 
and I'm having a really hard time controlling them so 
I'm calling you so that I don’t do something stupid but 
you're not there and I’m not sure what to do because 
it’s just been like a really crazy night because I found 
out that Micah Shapiro’s dad died and I know that’s not 
like that crazy ‘cause we never met his Dad and I’m not 
sure that like being secretly obsessed with someone for 
ayear in college gives you the right to feel badly when 
you find out that guy’s dad died and I didn’t even mean 
to find out I swear but I came home after work tonight 
and J was totally planning to go to the gym like for total 
real but then I was like let me just check facebook for 
like two seconds and the first thing in my news feed 
was someone wrote on his wall sorry to hear about 
your Dad and I never go on Micah’s page even now I 
just avoid but like out of respect I went to his page and 
it tums out his dad just died and then and please don't 
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judge me I really can't handle being judged right now 
but owt of simple curiosity 1 googled his dad and found 
his obit and then I found this link to the synagogue 
where they’re members and at this synagogue weirdly 
they like videotaped the funeral service and you could 


watch it so of course I watched it and I’m like watching 
r this man I’ve never met and I'm 


ually because I don’t know who 
for but I don’t think it was for 
me but then Micah gets up and he’s still stunning and 

st beautiful eulogy you've 
damentally 


page and I’m like binging 0? 
king at the photos of this 
ith like four years 480 on my 
birthright trip t i ough his 
friends and googling these people t which 
somehow leads me to read about this Israeli actor who 
just came out who I 
literally having this th 
I should date him and then I * 
midnight and I’m just wallowing 
thinking about how Micah’s dad is 
dead and life is so short if we don’t take charge of our 
lives while we can then we'll die with all these regrets 
instead of taking risks and I never take risks but 
sending that email isn’t like the risk people are talking 
about when they say take risks is it I shouldnt send 
that email right no I know I’m not gonna send it but its 
just like you guys all have guys and I mean [’m almost 
twenty-nine years old and no one has ever told me they 


love me. 


That's like, a problem, isn’t it? 
I feel like maybe this message is a little long. Sorry. You 
don’t have to listen to the whole thing. I won't email 


him. I promise. I think. 


o Israel and then I 


| 
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GORDAN hangs up, thinks for a moment, then 
goes through his phone and calls VANESSA. 
Lights up on VANESSA.) 

AUTOMATED VOICE. You have reached the voicemail of: 

VANESSA. Vanessa. 

JORDAN. Hey, it’s me. I was just looking at that email I 

wrote to Will but never sent and I realized I actually 
have a lot of unsent emails actually to different guys 
and some of them are crazy but I actually think some of 
them kind of border on a kind of poetry, actually. Has 
Knopf ever done a collection of unsent emails? It could 
be cool. We could call it something like, Don’t Hit 
Send: The Collected Unsent Emails of Jordan Berman. 
Or, I Didn’t Hit Send: The Collected Unsent — Oh, I’ve 
got the title: This Isn’t Going to End Well. 
I'm just calling ’cause I’m just, like, feeling? Like, a lot? 
Right now? And I could really use a distract- do you 
want to see a movie? Let’s see a movie! There's nothing 
I really want to see, but all I have to eat are olives and 
peanut butter and I’ve already eaten a lot of that today 
and I sort of want popcorn, so... you're probably doing 
stuff with Roger. I don’t wanna... um, ok, call me, if 
you're around. Ok. Bye. 


GORDAN hangs up, goes through his phone 
and calls KiKl. Lights up on KIKI.) 


KIKI. This is Kiki Cohen-O’Connolly. I hyphenated. Leave 
a message. 

JORDAN. Hey, it’s me. Where is everybody? What's uuuup? 
Anyway, it’s about midnight, and I just wanted to say, 
I'm probably gonna kill myself in the next forty-five 
minutes or so, so if you wanna talk one last time, give 
mea. call, and if not, no worries at all. Seriously. And do 
NOT blame yourself. You did nothing wrong. Ok? Ok, 


byyyyye! 
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GORDAN hangs up. He looks at the converse 
sneakers, then goes back to his laptop and 


opens it. Lights up on WILL.) 

(He slams it shut. Lights down on WILL.) 

(He opens it. Lights up on WILL.) 

(He slams it shut. Lights down on WILL.) 
GORDAN puts his hands inside the sneakers 
and bangs them against his head.) 

(JORDAN picks up his phone and calls HELENE. 
Lights up on HELENE. She answers. ) 


HELENE. Hello? 
GORDAN wasn’t expecting her to pick up.) 
Hello? 
(She looks at the phone.) 


Who is this? Hello? 
(For whatever reason, tt is very hard for 
JORDAN to hear HELENES voice. He says 
quietly to himself, “Oh god!” then hangs up.) 
(JORDAN goes back to his laptop, opens at, and 
stares at the email.) 


JORDAN. Do not hit send. 
Don’t do it Jordan. Just don’t hit send. It’s that easy. Its 


that. Fucking. Easy. 
Just get up from the laptop and walk away. 


Get UP FROM THE LAPTOP and STEP. AWAY. 

Step away from the laptop. 

Sir, you need to step away from the laptop. 

Put your hands in the air. Where we can see them. Up! 
Do not hit send. 

Do not hit send. 

Do not hit send. 
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Do not hit send. 
Do not hit —- 


GORDAN hits send. He slams the laptop shut 
and screams.) 


Oh my god oh my god oh my god. 
You fucking idiot you fucking idiot you fucking IDIOT! 
Fuck fuck fuck fuck FUCK. 
You — no. 
(He looks at the sneakers and picks them up.) 
No! No! No! No! No! No! No! 
QGIORDAN runs to a window, opens it, then 
steps back. He sings:) 
YITGADAL V’YITKADASH SH’MEI RABA. 
(He throws the sneakers out.) 
(Momentary relief.) 


(The sneakers hit a car outside and set off its 
alarm. He sticks his head out the window.) 


SORRY! 
Sorry. 


(VANESSA enters in a wedding dress.) 

VANESSA. Is it weird that I feel really, like... 

JORDAN. Depressed? 

VANESSA. I was gonna say happy. I feel happy. 

JORDAN. Oh sweetie. 
(JORDAN reaches out to touch her. She brushes 
him off) 

VANESSA. No! It’s freaking me out! Cause you know me, 

I'm not a happy person. I like foreign films! 


JORDAN. I know. 

VANESSA. I guess some girls dream about their weddings, 
but I always dreamed about my funeral. I always died 
prematurely, either in a brutal bus accident, even 
though I never take the bus, or in the Salem Witch 
trials, but it was always a closed casket, ‘cause, mangled 
body, and for some reason, Kiki always delivered the 
eulogy but it was surprisingly moving? But now I’m 
at my wedding. And you read my favorite Edna St. 
Vincent Millay poem. And my husband's name is Roger. 
I did not see that coming. But I’m glad I stuck around 
for it. Cause now, when I wake up in the morning, my 
first thought isn’t: shit. I’m still not dead. It’s like, oh. 


It's morning. 

JORDAN. Vanessa, I am so happy for you. 
(GIORDAN hugs VANESSA. Zhen KIKI and CONRAD 
approach, followed by LAURA. ) 

KIKI. (Zo CONRAD.) Sit. 

(To VANESSA.) Here. I made you a plate. 
VANESSA. How’d you know? 
KIKI. Because. I know. 


And how amazing was this one? That reading? I mean, 


come on! 
JORDAN. I am the constant reader. 
KIKI. I wish you'd read something at my wedding. 


JORDAN. I did. 


KIKI. Oh yeah! 
(ROGER enters and kisses VANESSA.) 


ROGER. Hi Baby. 

VANESSA. (Kardashian baby voice.) Hi Baby. 

KIKI. Ugh, that is beautiful. 

CONRAD. Ball and chained, man. 
(Everyone looks at CONRAD. No one says 
anything. KIKI laughs.) 
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ROGER. Baby, your Dad’s calling us. 
VANESSA. Ok baby. I love you guys. Find me later kids, we'll 
dance. 
(VANESSA a7d ROGER exit. CONRAD has also 
disappeared.) 
KIKI. Oh my god. 
LAURA. What? 
KIKI. I just ovulated. 
JORDAN. How can you tell? 
KIKI. I felt my egg drop. Where’d Con go? Goddammit. 
Con? CON! 
(KIKI exits. JORDAN and LAURA take out their 
phones.) 
JORDAN. He’s never gonna write back, is he? 
LAURA. What happened to that profile we made? 


JORDAN. I don’t know. Last night I binged and sent like 
thirty messages but no one wrote back except one 
guy who was like, “your face was made to be cum on,’ 
which, I don’t know. I feel like my face was made for 
other things, actually. Or additional things. 


My therapist wants to up my dosage of anti-depressants. 

LAURA. Good idea. 

(LAURA’s texting.) 

JORDAN. I can’t believe I still haven’t met him. 

LAURA. I know, we have to make that happen. 

JORDAN. You know, you could have brought Tony today, 
instead of — . 

LAURA. Hey. No way. You're my date. 

JORDAN. This time, but like, he’ll be your date from now 
on. This-is probably the last time we'll be each other's 
dates to one of these things. 

LAURA. I mean - 

JORDAN. Oh my god I don’t know why I brought that up I 
actually don’t want to think about that at all. 
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LAURA. Ok. 

JORDAN. Like, at ALL. 

LAURA. Ok. 

DJ. (Offstage.) And now Id like to call the bride and groom 
to the dance floor, for their first dance as husband and 
wife. 

(Vanessa and Roger are dancing out where 
the audience is. We can’t see them. A song 
like Tracy Chapman's “Stand By Me” plays. 
LAURA and JORDAN watch. After a while, they 
make eye contact with Vanessa and give her 
a small wave. After the first chorus, the DJ 
comes back.) 
(Offstage.) And now let’s get everyone out on the floor 
to join the happy couple. 

LAURA. Shall we? 

JORDAN. Let’s just dance here. 

(And very sweetly, JORDAN and LAURA 
dance. They are both feeling what cannot be 
expressed: there is a finality to this moment: 
to their friendship, their twenttes, their youth. 
If they tried to find the words to explain tt, it 
would ruin the moment somehow. So instead, 
they live inside it, with the sorrow, and dance 
gently to the song, just the two of them, and 
JORDAN’s prescription for a higher dosage of 
anti-depressants.) 


*A license to produce Significant Other does not include a performance 
license for “Stand By Me.” The publisher and author suggest that the 
licensee contact ASCAP or BMI to ascertain the music publisher and 
contact such music publisher to license or acquire permission for 
Performance of the song. If a license or permission is unattainable for 
Stand By Me,” the licensee may not use the song in Significant Other 
but may create an original composition in a similar style or use a similar 
song in the public domain. For further information, please see music use 
note on page 3. 
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(LAURA spins JORDAN back to his office 
kitchen.) 


(EVAN pours a cup of coffee.) 
EVAN. Heyyyyy girrrrrl. Did you hear the tragic news? 
JORDAN. Uh... I don’t know. 
EVAN. Hot guy’s leaving. Will? Yeah. He got a new job. In 


Queens. 
JORDAN. Oh. 
EVAN. I just heard from Jelissa in IT. 


JORDAN. Oh. 
EVAN. Aren’t you friends with him? 


JORDAN. Uh... no. No. 

EVAN. Yeah but like didn’t you hang out or something? I 
heard you hung out or something. 

JORDAN. Where'd you hear that? 

EVAN. Didn’t you though? 

JORDAN. We went to a movie, but it wasn’t — 

EVAN. Like a date? 

JORDAN. I mean, it was a documentary, SO... 

EVAN. Oh. So not a date. 
What was the movie about? 

JORDAN. The Franco-Prussian War. 

EVAN. What the fuck is that? 

JORDAN. A war. That happened. Once. 

EVAN. And what happened? 

JORDAN. What do you mean? 

EVAN. Like, who won? Franco? Or Prussian? 

JORDAN. Uhm... actually, I don’t remember. 

EVAN. Oh. 

JORDAN. Yeah. I just like, really identified with it, somehow. 

EVAN. Yeah. I fucking hate wars. 
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(JORDAN’s apartment. Dinner is over.) 


TONY. I read that book. 

JORDAN. You read Faggots? 

TONY. I read Faggots. 

LAURA. I hate that word — 

JORDAN. It’s the name of the book. Why did you read 
Faggots? 

TONY. It was in a class I took in college. 

JORDAN. Tony, what class did you take that made you read 
Larry Kramer? 

TONY. I took an English class on gender and sexuality. 

JORDAN. Who is this man? 

LAURA. I found a reader! 

JORDAN. You sure did. 

LAURA. Anyway. We should get going. But dinner was 
amazing. You’re amazing. Isn’t he amazing? You're 
amazing. 

JORDAN. I’m so glad you came. 

TONY. It was so nice to meet you finally. 

JORDAN. You too. 

GORDAN extends his hand for a handshake. 
TONY offers a hug. A manly one, but still.) 


LAURA. And when’s your date? 

JORDAN. It’s not necessarily a date, but, Saturday. 

LAURA. That's a date. 

TONY. Oh a hot date, huh? 

JORDAN. It’s not even a date necessarily, it’s just drinks with 
an attractive gentleman caller. Well, technically I did 
the calling, but - 

TONY. Who is he? 


JORDAN. This guy I knew from a summer internship in 
Chicago. He just moved to New York, so I asked him 


for a drink and he. Said. Yes. So... we'll see. 
LAURA. I expect a full report immediately following the 
date. 
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JORDAN. Aye aye, captain. 
LAURA. Alright. 
JORDAN. Get home safe. 
LAURA. Goodnight. 
TONY. Goodnight. 
(TONY and LAURA exit. JORDAN begins to 
clean up dinner. He’s alone for a very long 
beat. Then a knock at the door. He opens it.) 
LAURA. I can’t wait ’til tomorrow. What do you think of 
Tony? 
JORDAN. Where is — 
LAURA. I made him go wait in the street. I had to know 
now. 
JORDAN. I think he’s great. 
LAURA. Really? 
JORDAN. I think he’s really great. 
LAURA. More. 
JORDAN. He’s smart, he’s confident, he’s calm, which is so 
right for you, and he is clearly totally in love with you. 
LAURA. Really? 
JORDAN. (Long Island accent.) A hundred percent. 
LAURA. So you approve? 
JORDAN. A hundred thousand percent. 
And can I just say, Tony has such sexy ears? 
JORDAN. Mmm. 
LAURA. Mmm hmm. 
JORDAN. Mmm hmm. 
LAURA. Well I should probably go save him from the 
street - 
JORDAN. Yeah. 
LAURA. I love you. 
JORDAN. I love you too. 
(LAURA exits. JORDAN is alone again. A 
breath. Then, he continues to clean.) 
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(JORDAN’s apartment. Dinner is over.) 


TONY. I read that book. 

JORDAN. You read Faggots? 

TONY. I read Faggots. 

LAURA. I hate that word — 

JORDAN. It’s the name of the book. Why did you read 
Faggots? 

TONY. It was in a class I took in college. 

JORDAN. Tony, what class did you take that made you read 
Larry Kramer? 

TONY. I took an English class on gender and sexuality. 

JORDAN. Who is this man? 

LAURA. I found a reader! 

JORDAN. You sure did. 

LAURA. Anyway. We should get going. But dinner was 
amazing. You're amazing. Isn’t he amazing? Youre 
amazing. 

JORDAN. I’m so glad you came. 

TONY. It was so nice to meet you finally. 

JORDAN. You too. 

(JORDAN extends his hand for a handshake. 
TONY offers a hug..A manly one, but still.) 


LAURA. And when's your date? 

JORDAN. It’s not necessarily a date, but, Saturday. 

LAURA. That's a date. 

TONY. Oh a hot date, huh? 

JORDAN. It’s not even a date necessarily, it’s just drinks with 
an attractive gentleman caller. Well, technically I did 
the calling, but - 

TONY. Who is he? 

JORDAN. This guy I knew from a summer internship in 
Chicago. He just moved to New York, so I asked him 
for a drink and he. Said. Yes. So... we'll see. 

wi I expect a full report immediately following the 

ate. 
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gpan. Aye aYe cagiate. 

jor0AN ht 

LAURA: win safe 
an. Get home 


(TONY and LAURA exit. JORDAN begins to 
clean up dinner. He’s alone for a very long 
peat. Then a knock at the door. He opens it.) 


+ wait ‘til tomorrow. What do you think of 


joRDAN. Where is - 


aura. I made him go wait in the street. I had to know 


now. 
JORDAN. I think he’s great. 
LauRA. Really? 
JORDAN. I think he’s really great. 


LAURA. More. 

JORDAN. He's smart, he's confident, he's calm, which is so 
right for you, and he is clearly totally in love with you. 

LAURA. Really? 

JORDAN. (Long Island accent.) A hundred percent. 

LAURA. So you approve? 

JORDAN. A hundred thousand percent. 
And can I just say, Tony has such sexy ears? 


JORDAN. Mmm. 
LAURA. Mmm hmm. 
JORDAN. Mmm hmm. 


— Well I should probably go save him from the 
Teet - 


JORDAN, Yeah, 
LAURA. I love you. 
JORDAN, | love you too. 


(LAURA exits. JORDAN is alone again. A 
breath. Then, he continues to clean.) 
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(Another knock at the door. He Opens it.) 


TONY. I forgot my phone charger. 
JORDAN. Oh you did? 
QIORDAN closes the door.) 
TONY. No but I pretended I did. I neeq to ask yo 
question. Ua 
JORDAN. Oh. Ok... 
se ie has Laura ever said anything fi 
(He taps his ring finger.) 
Anything she's always wanted? Like, round? Or s 
JORDAN. Oh. Uhm. Wow. 
TONY. Yeah. 


JORDAN. Uh, I mean, she’s not really a bi 
not superficial like that. 

TONY. No I know, just - 

JORDAN. I think whatever you do will be fine. 

TONY. Yeah. Thank you. 

JORDAN. Sure. 

TONY. No, I mean, thank you for everything. 

JORDAN. Oh, it was nothing, unlike Laura I actually enjoy 
cooking. 

TONY. No. I mean, thank you for taking such good care of 
her all these years. 

JORDAN. Oh. 

TONY. She's in good hands. 


(He pulls out his phone charger, then exits.) 


quare? 


8 — you know, she’s 


(Under a streetlamp, JORDAN kisses ZACH.) 


(VANESSA and KIKI enter in workout clothes.) 


rr 
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VANESSA. So... what, you need us to like, profess our love 
for you more actively on social media outlets? 


JORDAN. No, but, his friends are always writing shit on his 
wall like, Zach: I miss your face! Or like, Zach: you 
light up my life. 

VANESSA. But we're not really social media types. 

KIKI. I’ll post something tonight. 

JORDAN. I’m just saying, if he saw a couple people be like, 
Jordan, you’re a truly great humanitarian, or, I don’t 
know, then when he checks my facebook page he'll be, 
like, impressed. 

KIKI. Go back to the kiss. I want to hear more about the 
kiss. 

JORDAN. We're standing on 23rd and 7th -— 

KIKI. Before that. 

JORDAN. We leave the bar? 

KIKI. No, when did you know it was a date, like, a date-date. 

JORDAN. Ok, so we're sitting at the bar, and we're just 
talking, and he’s like: 

ZACH. Yeah my Mom too, she wouldn’t ever — 

JORDAN. He’s also Jewish. Not that that matters, but we 
can talk about our mothers and it’s not a buzzkill. 

KIKI. I get it. 

VANESSA. Go on. 

JORDAN. Ok. So he’s like: 

ZACH. I changed my Mom’s name in my phone because I 
got sick of seeing “Mom” on my caller ID all the time. 
Now when she calls, it says “George Clooney.’ 

JORDAN. Our legs are touching. 

VANESSA. You said that? 

JORDAN. No. Of course I — no, but he’s talking about 
his mom, we're sitting at the bar and I realize, our legs 
are touching. When did this happen? And then he’s 
like: 

ZACH. So where do you live? 
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JORDAN. I’m on the Upper West Side. 

ZACH. Oh that’s very nice. 

J N. Yeah, it is. : - 

sare then things get a little quiet, and we're like smiling 
at each other, and, I don’t know how I had the balls to 
say this, it was so unlike me, but I was like: 
Do you want to come over? 

ZACH. I do, I really do, but I have a policy. 

JORDAN. Oh? 

ZACH. I don’t go home with guys on a first date. 

KIKI. I LOVE this guy. 

JORDAN. I mean, could you just? 

VANESSA. Aww. 

JORDAN. So then he’s like: 

ZACH. You know, it was really nice to hear fr 
things with my ex were fizzling out and then Isaw 
message and I was like, oh, Jordan? Yeah. 

JORDAN. Yeah. 

ZACH. Yeah. 

JORDAN. And then I ask if I can walk him to the tram 
he was like: 

ZACH. Would you? ; 

JORDAN. So I walk him to the train, and that’s when, We ‘ : 
about to say goodbye, on the corner of 23rd an ae 
and then... we kissed. On the street. 

KIKI. I have actual goosebumps right now. 

JORDAN. And it was just, it felt like a movie. And you know 
me, I don’t - kissing boys on streets is not something J 
have, like, done a lot - 

VANESSA. Ok, so how’d you end it? 

JORDAN. That was it, but then I was like, can I see you 
again, and he. Said. 

ZACH. Yes. 


JORDAN. So we're going out for dinner next week. 


‘om you because 
your 


and 
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KIKI. It’s happening. YES. Fucking YES. 
JORDAN. And we've been texting. 
VANESSA. In an even ratio? 


JORDAN. I mean, my texts are wordier, but it’s a pretty even 
back and forth. 


KIKI. Fucking YES, 
JORDAN. Thanks guys. 
VANESSA. For what? 


JORDAN. For being so happy for me. And for like, hanging 
Out. We don’t get to do this enough anymore. 
KIKI. I know! I miss you guys! 


VANESSA, I miss you guys, too. It’s too bad Laura was busy. 
KIKI. Well, you know, now she gotta man. 

VANESSA, Now, we ail have men. 

JORDAN. Cart, Horse. Please. 

KIKI. Look at our little girl. She’s growing up! 


— 


(LAURA enters, on her phone.) 
LAURA. So... tell me... 


GORDAN pulls on a thread from his ies 
a while. He's doing everything he can to no 
cry.) 


Do you wanna tell me about it? 
QORDAN shakes his head no.) 


JORDAN. He is still hung up on his ex-boyfriend. He 
realized. 


He's not ready. 


He was like, you're so amazing, you're too — va 
me to get involved with you and screw things up and... 


This was such a mistake, but on our first date, ee I 
swear ~ I swear he brought it up, but he was talking 


about how he wants kids... how that’s like, the highest 
calling, 


i >» 
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ZACH. You have to have more than two. 

JORDAN. Why? 

ZACH. Because what is worse than being an only child? 
Nothing. 

JORDAN. Agreed. 

ZACH. So what happens if one of your kids dies? 

JORDAN. Oh my god that’s a horrible thing to say! 

ZACH. It may be horrible, but then your other kid i 
child. Fucked. If you have three and one dies, 
still two left. 

JORDAN. People don’t even realize they’re doing it but they 
give you little flashes of like here's everything you ever 
wanted in life now let’s pretend that didn’t happen Of 
that never actually meant anything or we were just 
talking as if, like, words don’t actually mean anything. 
And now I can never go back to the corner of 23rd and 
7th. 

Q(ORDAN’s upset, thinking. TONY enters neat 
to LAURA, also upset, needing LAURA.) 


s an only 
there’s 


Laura? 

LAURA. Hey I have to - I have, um - Tony’s aunt is in the 
hospital and I need to, I have to go... 

JORDAN. Yeah, of course, of course, is she gonna be ok? 

LAURA. I don’t... I’ll call you tomorrow. 

(LAURA hangs up and comforts TONY. 7 hey 
exit. JORDAN puts down his phone. Beat. Then 
ZACH emerges.) 

ZACH. I just put the kids to bed. Those three are so cute. 
Can we see the dinosaurs every day? Pweeze? You know 
how they say please in that whiny Daddy voice? I’m 
such a sucker. But they really love that museum. But I 
was thinking tomorrow - 

JORDAN. No. 


(ZACH just looks at JORDAN.) 
No. 


nh —_————s 
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(Beat. ZACH exits.) 
No. 


HELENE. She is? 


JORDAN. Yes. Watch the step. 
HELENE. That’s wonderful! 
JORDAN. Yeah. 

HELENE. Do you like him? 
JORDAN. Tony’s very nice. 
HELENE. That was fast, wasn’t it? 


JORDAN. They’ve been together almost a year now. 
HELENE. Oh really? 


JORDAN. They live to 


gether, so... 
HELENE. I only dated Pop-Pop for two months. 
JORDAN. Tkn 


ow. I'm going to put your medication in the 
kitchen, 


GORDAN has been holding HELENE’s purse. 
He throws it d 


own and exits into the kitchen 
with her medication. ) 


HELENE, Ok... 


Do you temember this one? 
JORDAN. What? 
(He returns.) 


HELENE. Do you remember this one? It’s my favorite. 
JORDAN. Of course I do. 
HELENE. Is this in Chicago? 


JORDAN. No, that’s in your backyard, in East Meadow. 
HELENE. It is? 
JORDAN. And you used to take this photo to the beauty 


: it 
parlor and tell them to dye your hair the same color bu 
they never got it as blonde as mine. 


HELENE. You know all the stories, don’t you? 
JORDAN. I do. 


_ > 
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HELENE. That makes me feel good. 
JORDAN. Why? 
HELENE. Because you know the stories, and then 
tell them someday. 
JORDAN. To who? 
(Beat. HELENE knows exactly what JORDAN 
means.) 
HELENE. To whom. 
JORDAN. Yeah, ok, to whom do you think I’m going to tell 
these stories Grandma? 
HELENE. To your children. 
JORDAN. Yeah. Ok. 
(Beat.) 
HELENE. How’s your social life? 
JORDAN. It’s bad, Grandma. It’s... bad. 
HELENE. Is there anyone, in your life, anyone... special? 
JORDAN. No. There is no one special. 
HELENE. Is it hard to meet people? 
JORDAN. Yes. 
HELENE. But... has there ever... been someone you... cared 
for? 
JORDAN. Not that... um... no. Not really - no. 
HELENE. It’s the most important thing, Jordan, to find 
someone. 
JORDAN. Thank you, yes, I’m well aware. 
HELENE. Nothing is more important than that. 
JORDAN. Uh huh. Yeah. 
HELENE. You just have to meet your bashert. 
JORDAN. That's it. That’s all I have to do. Just meet him. 
HELENE. That’s it. And you will. Because you’re the most 
wonderful grandson in the world. 
JORDAN. I don’t think that’s how it works, I don’t think 
just ‘cause your grandma loves you means you meet 


someone special, no offense. 


you can 


HELENE. I know you will. 
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(HELENE smiles at JORDAN.) 


JORDAN. I’m pretty scared, Grandma. 
(She nods.) 
HELENE. I know. 


(LAURA’s bachelorette party.) 


LAURA. We thought about having it in New York for half a 
Second, but Tony and I both felt like — and, I loved your 


podding, this has nothing to do with your wedding, but 
Or us — 


VANESSA, No I know. 

LAURA. For us, we just wanted to get people out of the 
City for a weekend, ‘cause then people can really get to 
know each other, and when we found the vineyard on 
the ocean, it was just, like - 


KIKI. I can’t wait, it's just, I'm gonna be so fat by then. 
LAURA. Eight months? 


. At that point? Yeah, just about. Unless I abort the 
little fucker first. 
(KIKI laughs to herself.) 
SAURA, KIKI. VANESSA. 
Tony’s Uncle is 
@ pediatrician 
Sothere'llbea But tam kinda 
doctor at the like, like I 
wedding just in worked so hard 
eae to prevent stretch 
marks ancl now My brother's 
it’s like, that was wife is in her 
Not that he all for naught. first trim ester 
knows how and she’s 
to deliver a such an easy 
baby you won't pregnancy so 
deliver early? But I do think far - 


Con’s gonna be - 
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JORDAN. Excuse me — 
KIKI. Such an amazing father. 
(JORDAN ewits. It’s slightly aggressive and 
stops the women from talking. They look at 


each other.) 
It’s just hard because he sees that like, our lives are all, 
like, perfect, and his is like... 
(KIKI makes a sour face, thumbs down.) 
VANESSA. I’ll go check on him I’ll be right - 
LAURA. No I'll go. 
(LAURA goes after him.) 
KIKI. ’'m gonna be such a fucked up mother. 
(VANESSA nods. Then, she and KIKI exit.) 
(JORDAN stands outside, leaning against a 
wall. His eyes are closed. He's breathing deeply. 
LAURA approaches.) 


LAURA. Hey. 

JORDAN. Hey. 

LAURA. Are you upset about something? 

JORDAN. I’m fine. Really. 

LAURA. Is this about... ‘cause we're on a crazy budg 
both teachers and our parents don’t exactly - 

JORDAN. I know. It’s fine - 

LAURA. But if you want to bring a plus-one to the wedding, 
I will find a way to - 

JORDAN. I don’t have a plus-one. There's no one to bring. It's 
fine. I spend all my weekends at bachelorette parties, 
and weddings, and now BABY showers, so... there 
wasn’t time to find a plus-one even if I'd wanted to. 


Go back to your party, Laura, ok? Go. 
LAURA. But I want you to come back with me. I want you 


there. 
JORDAN. I love you. I adore you. But, I actually think I need 


et, were 


to leave. 


La» 
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LAURA. But — 


JORDAN. I need to go home. I’ve — it’s enough. I’ve had 
enough. Enjoy your party. Ok? I'll talk to you soon. 
(A moment, then he starts to leave.) 
LAURA. Fuck you. 


JORDAN. Excuse me? 


LAURA. This is my bachelorette party. For my wedding. Me. 
Me, Jordan. It’s not any of our other - it’s me. And... 


you have been completely unenthused. 
JORDAN. lm 


Sorry. Allow me to try and enthuse a little more. 
LAURA. It feels like you're sleepwalking through all these 


events, and it’s like, youre my best friend, I really count 
On you to — 


JORDAN. Do not. 
LAURA. And you - what? 


JORDAN. Laura. Just, Don’t go there. 
LAURA. Don’t go where? 


JORDAN. Trust me. Just don’t go there. 

LAURA. Don’t go where? i 

JORDAN. Don’t call me your best friend, ok? Just - don't 
ll me that. 

LAURA. But you are - 


JORDAN. We haven't been-“best friends” fora while, and 
were almost thirty so 1 Kind of cant believe were 
actually having a conversation about best friends! : 
but it is so totally unfair to still call me your best frien 
when that is so clearly not the case. 

LAURA. How can you say that? d 

JORDAN. Who's the first person you go to when you nee 
someone? ? 

LAURA. He’s my fiancé, he’s gonna be my husband, things 
change when you have a - 

JORDAN. We were best friends when we lived mee 
when we spent every weekend together, a wv. Gait 
talked multiple times every single day and we mee 
do that anymore, not even close, You wake up nes 
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‘ony hdl yon fall naleeg next to Tent Oe and 

Mom pisses you off you-call Tony.ButLhavent found 
someone to replace you, and = 

LAURA. I didn’t replace you — 

JORDAN. All the things you got from our friendship, you 
get from Tony now. Which is great. But all the things 
I got, things I really need - I’m not getting them from 
anyone, and then you tell me I’m your best friend but 
it’s so different, it’s so, so different and I feel so alone, 
Laura... é 

LAURA. Why didn’t you tell me, then? Why didn’t you - 

JORDAN. And say what? Don’t be in love? Don’t marry 
someone? 

LAURA. Just say you need more time like we used to - that 
I haven't been as giving, or — things have gotten crazy 
planning this wedding, but when things settle down - 

JORDAN. And you two go on your honeymoon? Or, what, in 
two years, when you have a kid with him? 

LAURA. We're not having kids in two years — 

JORDAN. Three years, five years — when you have children? 
It won’t be possible to - you can’t be the same kind of 
friend. You'll have a husband, children... I won't even 
come close. And I shouldn’t. I wouldn’t want to. It's 

just... your wedding is my funeral. 


(Quick beat.) 
I’m happy for you - I feel like such a fucking selfish 
fuck - because-all I have ever wanted is for you to be 
happy - I just, I never thought I wouldn't be part of 
that happiness, somehow. 7 
LAURA. But you are part of that happi- a huge part - 
JORDAN. I feel so excluded. 
LAURA. Why - 
JORDAN. Why aren't Ia bridesmaid? 
LAURA. What? . 
JORDAN. If I’m so important, why am I not standing up 
there next to you? 
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LAURA. My sisters are my bridesmaids. 
JORDAN. And your cousin. 


LAURA. Because I wanted to do something nice for her, she 
doesn’t have any sisters - 


JORDAN. The most important people are standing up there 
with you and - 


LAURA. You're doing a reading. 


JORDAN. And I know for a fact I’m more important to you 
than your cousin and I’m not up there. 


LAURA. We're keeping the bridal party small - 


JORDAN. This whole wedding is like - this is not the 
wedding I thought you would have. 


LAURA. Now you're gonna sit in judgment of my wedding? 


LAURA. Because I’m having a wedding? 

JORDAN. Kind of. Yeah. I mean, why are you even having 
this wedding? 

LAURA. Because that’s what people do! 

JORDAN. When did you become someone who does things 
because “that’s what people do”? 

LAURA. I am having a wedding because I want to bring my 
world together with his for a night and stand - 

JORDAN. A weekend, not a night, a weekend - 

LAURA. And stand in front - 

JORDAN, The third of three weekends - 

LAURA. AND STAND in front of all the people who matter 
to us and have them see that we're an us and then 
celebrate that with a big party. 

JORDAN. Yeah. Ok. 

LAURA. That’s why. 
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JORDAN. Right. 
LAURA. And, except for you, everyone else ] know : 
and is actually believe it or not HAPPY fo, ie tha 
the only one who doesn’t seem to get it, * You're 


JORDAN. I’m the only one? 

LAURA. Yeah, Jordan. You're the-only-one.Ay Aix 
sorry, but I kind of can’t believe that you'r cia I'm 
justify this to you, that-on-what is supposed.to be i 
happiest time in my LIFE, the one Person I the e 
was my greatest ally, my biggest cheerlead, ght 
partner, hes the one who’s.gonna be like this, Her ay 
one who's going to come to my bridal shower ion _ 
there GLOWERING at me, which I pretendeq i a 
notice but of course I fucking noticed, and he’s ohne 
to come to my bachelorette party and throw a litte . : 
party for himself in the middle of - 


JORDAN. A pity party? 

LAURA. Because, what, he’s not a bridesmaid? Seriously? 
I try be a compassionate person, I really do, but you 
really test the limits. 

JORDAN. I test the limits? You fucking test the fucking 
limits Laura. 

LAURA. Uh huh. Uh huh. Uh huh. 

JORDAN. You fucking test the limits. 

LAURA. Uh huh. Yeah. You want to expand on that? You 
want to fucking expand on that? 

JORDAN. With pleasure. With motherfucking PLEASURE. 
Let's start with tonight. Exhibit A. The bachelorette 
party. Which comes on the heels of the bridal shower, 
where we had to buy you pots and pans and cuisinarts 
and all this shit for a kitchen YOU WILL NEVER USE 
because YOU DON’T COOK, and this is of course after 
the engagement party - the one in New York, that is - 
that’s not including the one you had in Massachusetts, 
which I also went to - two engagement parties to 
honor your engagement, a bridal shower to celebrate 
your status as a bride, and now tonight, a party to 
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celebrate your bachelorette status — and don’t think it 
wasn’t obvious to everyone when we showed up at your 
apartment tonight that the reason you were all sweaty 
is because he had just FUCKED you. So you get fucked 
by your fucking amazing fiancé and then we spend 
more money to buy you drinks and dinner and fucking 
more drinks - I guess “the budget” you’re supposedly 
on doesn’t apply to your friends, so Jessica flew in from 
Chicago, and Marcelle flew in from San Francisco and 
Amy came up from Washington and fucking Iris flew 
in from LONDON - people are spending thousands 
of dollars to throw you a bachelorette party whose 
Purpose I couldn’t articulate even if I wanted to. And 
then the weekend you have for your wedding, an entire 
WEEKEND Laura, where we have to all somehow get 
to North Carolina, which means flying, and renting 
cars, and getting hotel rooms for THREE FUCKING 
NIGHTS because your rehearsal dinner is on Friday 
and the wedding’s not ’til Sunday so I’m basically 
spending like $2500 which I don’t really have right 
now, for something I don’t even believe in and neither 
do you, neither do you, which is exactly why you're 
having this totally untraditional newfangled ceremony 
with poetry readings and musical numbers because 
you recognize the stupidity of adhering to traditions 
that no longer make sense and yet, youve still adhering 
to this like religion of cliché with your white dress 
and your lady bridesmaids and their fucking matchy- 
matchy dresses and your cake and your everything and 
why you have the courage to like radically re-think 
some parts and then play fucking docile little wifey in 
others is so fucking weird, like LEGALLY CHANGING 
YOUR NAME which I guess is totally in keeping with 
the fact that this party is also a funeral for the Laura 
we all used to know because now she’s an entirely new 
person, so.let’s spend THOUSANDS of dollars to honor 
you for making one fucking decision that frankly has 
no bearing on me whatsoever except that it somehow 
enshrines the officially non-existent role I’ll play in 
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your life from now on except as occasional court jester 
and pitiable reminder of what happens to people who 
never find someone and spend their lives attending 
the life-events of all their friends and buying them 
outrageous gifts and then going home and getting into 
bed alone and turning on Law and Order and staring 
at the ceiling trying to understand how everything 
went to shit. 
(Beat.) 
 *— LAURA. I don’t want you to come to my wedding, Jordan. 
JORDAN. Great, because I don’t want to go to it. Because 
the whole thing is RETARDED because - 

LAURA. I hate that word - 

JORDAN. I have never — you never hated that word — 

LAURA. I always hated that word — 

JORDAN. You never hated that word — 

LAURA. Always. 

\or JORDAN. That’s actually not true but... whatever. 


aS 
LAO 


So when we talked about having an alternative family... 
LAURA. What alternative — 
JORDAN. Irma? 


(Beat.) 


LAURA. That wasn’t... that was just talking. 
JORDAN. We're human beings, tal/cing is how we communicate 
Wa all of our like fundamental needs. What does that - If 
that’s just “talking” then what about the last ten years 
x, hasn’t been just talking? 
(Beat.) 


LAURA. I'll... I’ll find someone else to do the reading, you 
. don’t have to worry. You can save your money and just 
«\\) _ skip the - 


AR 
YS JORDAN. Don’t be an idiot, of course I’m coming to your 
wedding. 
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~ telling you, you don’t have to come. 

_JORDAN. I wouldn’t miss your — that’s not even an option. 

LAURA. But I’m giving you the option. You can be my friend 

and support me, the same way that I will be your friend 
and support you when you get married, or you can not 
come. 

JORDAN. Don’t say “when you get married,’ it’s an if, not a 
when, an if. Cause there are actually a lot of really good 
people in this world who never find someone, and I 
could be one of those people. So then what? Then what 
happens to me? 

LAURA. Presumably you haven’t been an asshole to all of 
your friends and so you have friends. 

JORDAN. Friends with kids and husbands and mortgages 
and a million other priorities, who I go to visit by 
myself once every three months when they can squeeze 
me in. 

AYR “SN \"Unele Jordy”? That’s not gonna be a happy life for me. 

* * LAURA. Well I don’t think that’s how it ends up for you. 

Ganesan: But if it does. 

\"\~ LAURA. If it does, then I think you decide that there are 
People in this world who you love, and who you want 
to be happy, and if they find happiness which is maybe 
the hardest fucking thing in the world to find then you 

oe celebrate that, with them, and try and recognize when 
NY a moments are about YOU and when moments are NOT 
U~s/ ABOUT YOU. 
JORDAN. And when the wedding’s over? 
LAURA. Then you go home and go to bed. What do you 
, want me to say? 
(Beat.) 
I want to go back to my bachelorette party now. 
JORDAN. Yeah, ok. 


(A moment. Then, LAURA exits. ) 
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(At a bar. With EVAN. Seriously.) 


EVAN. Oh my god. Oh my god! That’s insane! 

JORDAN. It was maybe one of the saddest moments I’ve 
ever felt, and I just realized, like, everyone grew uP 
and left me here, and... I know I’m still young, I know 
twenty-nine is not thirty-nine, but... when everyone 
you were young with grows up, you feel old. I feel old. 
And fucked. Really fucked. 

EVAN. Do you wanna come back to my place? 

JORDAN. What? 

EVAN. Do you want to come back to my place? 

JORDAN. What for? 

EVAN. So we can have sex. . 

JORDAN. Oh. No thank you. Sorry it’s just — I’m — I’m just 
not attracted to you. Like that. 

EVAN. I’m not attracted to you either. You wanna come 
over? 

JORDAN. I’m good. But thanks. 

EVAN. Okay... 

(Quick beat.) 

JORDAN. But just, like, also? I don’t believe in casual sex. 

EVAN. I mean, it’s not like, religion, casual sex is not 
something you can choose to believe in or not. It erate, 

JORDAN. Oh, I guess I just mean, like, I don’t think its 
possible? . 

EVAN. Uhm, ok, I’m going to disagree with you, but — 

JORDAN. Think about it. How do you get hard? 

EVAN. Excuse me? 

JORDAN. How do you get an erection? 

EVAN. Uhm, you're turned on, someone turns you on? I 
don’t... 

JORDAN. When you get hard, it’s because blood is flowing 


to that region. Your penis basically fills with blood. But 
how does the blood get there? 
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(He thumps his chest.) 


It comes from the fuckin’ heart. You literally can’t even 
jerk off without your heart having something to do 
with it. So, I mean, I’m not, like, a nun, I’ve had my fair 
share of, whatever, but I’m not good at like pretending 
it doesn’t mean anything. Because it does. Because 
anything having to do with your dick has to do with 
your heart, too. 
(Beat.) 


EVAN. Why'd you invite me out for drinks? 

JORDAN. What do you mean? 

EVAN. I mean, we've worked together for like four years 
and we've never had drinks before just the two of us. 
What is this? . 

JORDAN. Oh. I just... uhm, I'm trying to make new friends. 

EVAN'OhDSOSOSO~SOSSS—C—™ 

JORDAN. It’s hard to do. 

EVAN. Yeah. 

JORDAN. Yeah. 


(JORDAN in a hotel in North Carolina, getting 
dressed. On the phone with HELENE.) 


HELENE. Is it nice down there? 

JORDAN. Yeah, North Carolina’s not too bad. It’s warm. 
HELENE. That’s good. What are you doing? 

JORDAN. Just trying to tie my tie. How are you? 

HELENE. I’m fine. Just buying some things from the QVC. 
JORDAN. Oh good. 


HELENE. Let me turn it down. One second... 
Ok. 


JORDAN. Uhm. Grandma? 
HELENE. Yes? 


JORDAN. I feel like, how am I... I’m not sure how I’m gonna 
get through this wedding. 
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HELENE. What do you mean? You're not going? 

JORDAN. No, I’m going. I have to read a poem. It’s just... 
I'm feeling a lot. ‘Cause it’s Laura. 

HELENE. Oh. Oh. F 

JORDAN. Yeah. And you know how brides and grooms have 
their first dance? 

HELENE. Sure. 

JORDAN. Well at every wedding, Laura and I always dance 
together during that part, and I realized they’re gonna 
call everyone onto the dance floor, and Laura’s gonna 
be dancing with Tony, and Kiki will have Conrad ang 
Vanessa's got Roger and they’re all gonna £0 off to 
dance and leave me on the side, and I think I'll be ok 
for everything else, but that part’s gonna be... I don’t 
know what to do. 

HELENE. Oh. Huh. 

JORDAN. Yeah. 

HELENE. You could go to the bathroom during that part? 

JORDAN. Yeah. Maybe. Ok, sorry, I didn’t mean to bother 
you... 

HELENE. You're not bothering me. I don’t have good advice 
for things like this, you know? 

JORDAN. No, it’s... it’s fine. 


HELENE. When Pop-Pop died, everyone wanted to give me 
advice, but none of it was helpful. They couldn’t get 
through it for me. I had to do that. I didn’t know if 
things would ever be better for me — and they haven't 
been - but it didn’t matter, because I just had to get 
through it. And I did. So that’s what you'll do. 

JORDAN. Grandma! You talk about killing yourself all the 
time. How is that getting through it? 

HELENE. Oh that’s just talking. 


JORDAN. If one more person tells me talking is just talking... 


HELENE. I would never do anything. I just like knowing my 
options, 


JORDAN. Yeah. 
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HELENE. It’s a long book, Jordan. You're in a tough chapter, 
And you don’t know when this chapter will end and 
the next one will start. But the book is long. It’s a long 
book. 

JORDAN. Ok. 

HELENE. Ok? 

JORDAN. Yeah. That's actually... yeah. Thanks Grandma. 

HELENE. Uh huh. 

What? 

JORDAN. THANK YOU. 

(They hang up. Then we sit with them for 
a few moments. HELENE thinks about what 


else she should have said to JORDAN. JORDAN 


thinks about what he should have asked 
HELENE. ) 


(LAURA in her wedding dress. VANESSA and 
KIKI approach. KIK\’s very pregnant.) 

KIKI. (Zo her belly.) Can Mommy have one amaretto sour? 
(She looks up.) 

Fucking brat. 

VANESSA. Eat this now. 

LAURA. How’d you know? 

VANESSA. Because. We know. 
(JORDAN enters. He sees LAURA. They smile.) 

JORDAN. Congratulations. 
(VANESSA and KIKI walk away.) 

LAURA. Thank you. 


| JORDAN. You look... incredible. 
LAURA, Really? 


JORDAN. A hundred percent. 


» 
) 
t 
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(Quick beat.) 
LAURA. Thanks. 
JORDAN. That was a really... moving ceremony. 
LAURA. You think? 
JORDAN. Yeah. You did good, kid. And you picked a winner. 
LAURA. Yeah? 
(JORDAN nods.) 
Thanks. 
(JORDAN ts holding it all back, but it’s hard.) 
JORDAN. I am. So happy for you. So... 
LAURA. Thank you for coming. I know it wasn't... 


JORDAN. I wouldn’t have missed this for the world. The 
world. 


LAURA. I really - 

JORDAN. Laura. 

LAURA. Yeah? 

JORDAN. I wouldn't... watching you in that ceremony, and 

“just... remembering. Everything, and... I wouldn’t, you 

just need to know, I wouldn’t be alive today if not for 
you. 

LAURA. No - 

JORDAN. Like, I wouldn’t be alive. 

LAURA. I’m going to pretend I didn’t hear that so I don’t 
ruin my face. 

JORDAN. That’s fine. But can I just say, you are going to 
have... such an amazing life. 

LAURA. No, don’t say that either please. 


Jordan - 
(TONY enters.) 


JORDAN. Congratulations, Tony. 


TONY. Thanks Jordan. And thanks for doing that reading. 
That was really - it meant a lot to us. 


JORDAN. It was my honor. 
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TONY. Honey, can we practice again before we have to... 
(To JORDAN.) I’m so nervous about this dance. 
(TONY leaves. LAURA looks at JORDAN. He 
puts out his hand and takes her plate so she 
can go dance. She smiles, then nods her head 
to indicate she has to go. JORDAN nods back. 
Still holding it in, if barely.) 
(JORDAN picks up a little appetizer from the 
plate and eats it. It tastes really good. He 
says, “Oh my god.” Then he is joined by KIKI, 
VANESSA, and their husbands.) 
VANESSA. So. How does it feel? 
JORDAN. How does what feel? 
VANESSA. You're next. You're on deck. 
KIKI. Oh my god I can’t WAIT for your wedding. You should 
have doves. My friend Ramona had doves and it was - 
Pll get you the info. 
JORDAN. Uhm, I don’t even have a boyfriend. 
KIKI. But you can still plan your wedding. 
JORDAN. Yeah, I don’t think I wanna do that, actually, but 
thanks. 


(VANESSA smiles at JORDAN. She’s about to 
speak when we hear the offstage voice of a DI.) 


DJ. (Offstage.) And now Id like to call the bride and groom 
to the dance floor, for their first dance as husband and 
wife. 

(Laura and her husband are dancing out 
where the audience is. We can’t see them, but 
her friends line up to watch. Suddenly, we 
hear Celine Dion’s “Because You Loved Me.” 
JORDAN is a little stunned. VANESSA and KIKI 
look on sweetly. Maybe VANESSA and ROGER 
sway back and forth, CONRAD holds KIKI’ 
pregnant belly. After the first chorus, the DJ 
comes back.) 
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DJ. (Offstage.) And now let’s get everyone out on the floor 
to join the happy couple. 


(Without any fanfare, VANESSA and her 
husband, and KIKI and her husband, exit to 
join the throngs of dancing couples.) 


(JORDAN ts alone, watching, for a long while.) 
(He makes eye contact with Laura and smiles 
at her, gives her a little wave. Then he stands 
there, watching, alone.) 

(He’s getting through it.) 

(Blackout.) 


End of Play 


